


JVs =~ 


wv 4 


ee erF or GY 


7s. = “ Fr me 8 


THE 


PHILADELPHIA 
UNTVERSALIST MAGAZINE 
AND 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


re. St te th eS ee bh hh eh ee eh te et Ot eh ht eh he he he hh te te i in te the tet tet te A ne te De) 


VOL. I. 


JULY, 15822. No. 12. 


a S > ha) a o> dh dh hhh ht ht hhh eth ft bb hh bh hh bo oh he bh eh 


A SERMON. 


_———s 


Continued from page 326. 


We have no system of religious 
doctrine or worship, established 
by law, and its professors paid by 
the state for teaching it. The na- 
tions of Europe pay yearly many 
millions to maintain such estab- 
lishments, and it is contended that 
the money is well spent; without 
it, it is said that irreligion and im- 
morality would deluge the na- 
tions. Now it is a remarkable 
fact, that in England, where the 
greatest existing degree of tolera- 
tion is maintained contemporane- 
ously with the most expensive re- 
ligious establishment in the world, 
the majority of her religious inha- 
bitants refuse to commune with 
the established church, and al- 
though obliged to bear their share 
of the expense of the national 
priesthood, prefer to assume an 
additional burden of supporting a 
religion of their own choice, and 
better adapted (as they suppose) 
to the purposes of that divine in- 
stitution. On the European con- 
tinent, where the Catholic estab- 
lishments prevail, there being less 
toleration and less of impartial in- 
quiry, the religion of the state has 
the scarcely disguised contempt of 
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the enlightened part of the com: 
munity, and its ministers and ser- 
vices are a butt for the sarcastic 
ridicule of the profane. Where- 
fore then serve religious establish- 
ments! They are said to strength~ 
en and give stability to the thrones 
of monarchs; and they provide 
means of support for the weaker 
branches of an indigent aristocra- 
cy. Thanks be to heaven, that 
we have here neither a throne to 
support, nor an aristocracy to pro- 
vide for. The only purposes re- 
quired of religion in this free coun- 
try, are to make her citizens wiser 
and better, for their own present 
good, and future improvemennt. 
Has the absolute refusal of our 
legislators to interfere with mat- 
ters of religion been attended with 
those demoralizing effects which 
the advocates for establishments 
predicted? Let the event show. 
In no country in the world have 
religious sects increased more ra- 
pidly, nor temples for worship. 
sprung up in greater number, in a 
given apace of time. And, what 
is of greater importance, they have 
increased without feuds and vio- 
lence detrimental to the public 

eace, and injurious to the cause 
of liberty. As for those verbal 
controversies between differing 
sects, wdich some affect so mucly 

% 2, 


* = 
Sts 4 





































* 
= > es nd 
“= i el a ee = 4 ~ 
—= ae ee a), Cee SS ie 
pe a eee ‘s “ ’ s P. . ; —— 
mow. 


Se 


Fai? 


ket SY 


i Aten eS 
© Seven —— 


ne. 
— 


SUE Ww tasy 


ea 
pe ee eee 
ee ee 
oe 
. saciid 
4 ams 



































































































































en ee 


> ea eeboe 3 





to dislike and condemn, they af- 


ford the most harmless and useiul 
exereise for the human mind.— 
‘They often elicit truth ; they illus- 
trate the strength and the weak- 
ness of the human understanding 5 
they disperse the phantoms which 
superstition engendered in the 

uietness of religious usurpation : 
like the kindly gales of the rising 
and falling year, they dispel the 
dank unwholesome vaponrs which 
hover over the enchanted regions 
of ignorance and credulity. 

Besides, if there be any venom 
in yeligious controversy, it is neu- 
tralized by periect religious liber- 
ty. Whatever may be the conii- 
dence of any party, In the truth 
of its opinions, and the exclusive 
wisdom of its Institutions ; it has 
no power to obirude or impose 
them upon others, beyond the in- 
fluence which rational argument 
will lend to their cause. Even 
those who denounce the use of 
reason as impious, when presum- 
ing to judge of the doctrines of 
revealed religion, are obliged 
themselves to reason, if they de- 
sire to defend or extend their opi- 
nions. Every one is reluctant to 
take any thing upon trust, especi- 
ally in an affair of the immense 
importance of that which relates 
to acceptance with God, and the 
happiness of a future state of 
being. 

But even if we should be oblig- 
ed to admit that the perfect religt- 
ous freedom of this country were 
accompanied with a blameable 
spirit of indifference to the subject 
altogether, and perhaps this may 
be true of many individuals; stil 
we believe it to be more favoura- 
ble to the ultimate triumphs of 
truth than a contrary state of 
things. For he who is indifferent 
may be more readily swayed by a 
candid and persuasive representa- 
tion of the truth, than he who by 
previous erroneous impressions Is 
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strongly prejudiced against it. In 
fact we oniv ask for that indiffer- 
ency of mind that may imsure an 
impartial judgment, to render the 
progress of eur sentiments secure, 
What has produced the indiffer- 
ence coyplaimed of? Shall we 
attribute it to liberty; or rather 
to the repulsive forms in which 
religion has been ordinarily pre- 
sented toview? If, as we have 
recently been told, the fundamen- 
tai dogua of the christian religion 
és ortyixad sin, T am not surprised 
at the witer indilierence of consi- 
derate men about the whole mat- 
ter. ‘Nhe doctrine of original sin 
is, that all mankind fell by Adams 
first transgression into a state of 
sin and misery, so that their whole 
nature is corrupt, nor ean they do 
any thing thatis not sinful: in 
consequence of this totally corrupt 
and depraved state, they are un- 
der condemnation from God, and 
liable to the pains of hell for ever. 

If this doctrine be true, the less 
any man thinks about it the better. 
For as he can do nothing to please 
God, nor to escape damnation, 
the natural course for himis to en- 
joy what little he can of this pre- 
sent life, and resign himself to his 
inevitable fate. But the truth is, 
no wise man believes any thing of 
the kind; and multitudes hearing 
such notions, delivered with the 
solemn gravity of assumed infalli- 
bility, from the pulpit, as the ora- 
cles of God, turn away with con- 
tempt, and think on the subjects 
no longer. 

Happily in this country, no 
man to qualify himself for offices 
of trust and profit, or to obtain res- 
pect in the higher ranks of society, 
is obliged to profess at least, to be- 
lieve that he is naturaHy and radi- 
rally corrupt, destitute of virtn- 
ous principle and an heir of dam- 
nation. If any choose to think 
thus of themselves, we may ad- 
mire their humility, pity their 

























































mistake, but rejoice that in most 
instances their practical con- 
duct is a refutation off their 
creed, 

Under these circumstances, 
Unitarianism has made its pub- 
lic appearance in this land with 
siagular advantages. It an- 
nounces no mysteries, it promul- 
gates no paradoxes, it requires 
no prostration of the under- 
standing at the shrine of impli- 
cit faith. Ht invites examina- 
tion, it appeals to reason, to na- 
ture, and to scripture, for its 
truth. It has an advocate in the 
breast of every man who is ac- 
customed to listen with respes 
to these authorities. Whatever 
may have been the obliquities of 
his early education, his heart 
assures him that there is a God 
of infinite and undivided per- 
fections, and that there can on- 
ly be one such. Even the pious 
and sensible Trinitarian is per- 
plexed and embarrassed, when 
in obedience to a creed that he 
dare not reject, he attempts un- 
derstandinz ly to worshipathree- 
fold Deity. Much as he con- 
scientiously dreads the idea of 
degrading his Saviour, he often 
feels the impossibility of keep- 
ing up in his mind the persua- 
sion, thata person who was 
born, grew, was subject to in- 
firmity, and died, could be real- 
ly and essentially the same as 
the Eternal and Ever-living Fa- 
ther. Our system relieves his 
distress ; not by mere reasoning, 
nor by impressive appeals to the 
light of nature only: we take 
the scriptures that he reveres, 
the bibie that he has been accas- 
tomed to venerate as the word 
of God ; and we show him that 
this book, perverted, mangled 
and misinterpreted as it has been, 
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does not teach the doctrines from 


| which his reason revolts. Our 


belief in all its points, can be 
expressed in the very words of 
the sacred writers, without tor- 
ture, ambiguity, or parapiirase. 
We want no other creed cr con- 
fession of faith than what we 
find in the New ‘Testament. No 
‘Trinitarian can truly afiirm this. 
Vhere will he find his favorite 
phrases, **God the Son,” and 
‘¢ God the Holy Ghost,” “ three 
persons and one God?” ‘These 
are not to be found in the bible, 
nor the ideas conveyed by them. 
We are satisfied with the doc- 
trine of Paul, ** There is one 
God, aud one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” 

Besides, the character of that 
One, undivided Being, whom 
we worship, is calculated to ex- 
cite the veneration and love of 
every truly serious and intelli- 
vent mind. He is essentially 
gvod and benevolent, desiring 
and seeking the happiness of his 
creatures, imposing no Larsh, 
unnecessary restraints upon 
them, nor condemning them for 
faults committed by another, 
and before they were born; he 
punishes, but it is for their own 
sins, and in order to correct 
them, that they may eventually 
be saved. He knows their frail- 
ty, pities their weakness, and 1s 
willing to receive and pardon 
every repenting and returning 
sinner. He has graciously pro- 
vided means for their renova- 
tion, and promises to them eter- 
nul life beyond the grave, of his 
own free and unbought mercy. 
B:t the keys of his heavenly 
kingdom he has not committed 
to any Church or priest: no rites, 
ceremonies, or cxternal services 
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can insure it ; no sudden change 
or absolution conduct to it.— 
True repentance and amend- 
ment of life, are the indispensa- 
ble conditions of admittance 
there. Where there is no es- 
tablished creed and profession, 
such doctrines will commend 
themselves to men’s consciences 
and gain ground. Prejudice 
will struggle awhile against un- 
welcome truths, but the weight 
of evidence that attends them 
will in time procure them gene- 
ral acceptance and success. 
Whosoever would rightly es- 
timate the tendencies and effects 
of national religions upon the 
progress of truth, should never 
forget the Holy Offices (Inquisi- 
tion) in Spain and Portugal, 
where impaled and burning vic- 
tims of superstition but served 
to amuse the wretched ignorance 
and fatuity of bigotted royalty : 
let him remember the cruel and 
cowardly massacre of the Pro- 
testants of France under Char- 
les the Ninth: the English act 
of uniformity which consigned 
2000 of the best of men to de- 
gradation and poverty, and some 
of them to imprisonment and 
death: the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes by the faithless 
Louis, Which dispersed as va- 
grants the most virtuous and 
most induStrious of his subjects, 
to wander as exiles in foreign 
jands: in fine, let him keep in 
mind the numerous oppressions 
and daring impiety of a pamper- 
ed clergy in every part of Eu- 
rope, who have prostituted the 
most sacred names and solemn 
rites, to please some princely 
debauchee, and to rivet more 
strongly the chains of a deluded 
superstitious and enslaved peo- 
ple. These are the trophies of 
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established religions, these the 
memorials by which their history 
shall be emblazoned through ail 
succeeding generations. From 
such recollections, may the peo- 
ple of this happy country learn 
to “stand fast in that liberty 
wherewith God in his mercy has 
made them free.” 

One of the greatest blessings 
secured by its excellent consti- 
tution, is contained in the arti- 
cle which says ‘‘ Congress shall 
make no law respecting an ¢s- 
tablishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise there- 
of.” If our ancestors in Europe 
had adopted such a fundamental 
law ten centuries ago, millions 
of lives, sacrificed to the blind 
demon Bigotry, would have been 
saved, and incalculable human 
sufferings prevented. 

Secondly, Let us glance at the 
security we feel that our oppo- 
nents cannot overthrow the 
cause in which we are embark- 
ed. 

We regret that any should 
be so mistaken as to wish it over- 
thrown, for it is identical with 
the cause of liberty and truth: 
We only plead for the natural 
unalienable right of every hu- 
man being to judge for himself, 
in a concern of infinite impor- 
tance to himself. Free and im- 
partial investigation is surely 
the most likely way to arrive at 
satisfaction and certainty, in 
matters confessedly difficult.— 
And why should freemen who 
have renounced the slavish po- 
litical doctrines by which na- 
tions have been held in a state 
of childhood and bondage, for 
successive generations, content 
themselves with following in re- 
ligious opinions, the weak and 
inconclusive reasoning of a cre- 












































whose mystical speculations have 
deformed and obscured thie fair 
features of christianity? Let 
but the understandings of men 
be fairly and rationally appeal- 
ed te, and our system cannot be 
overthrown, for nothing can be 
more reasonabie than the leading, 
fundamental truth we contend 
for. God is one—QOne person 
or being. ‘Trinitarians some- 
times attempt to qualify their 
inexplicable notion of a three- 
fold distinction in the Deity, 
which all their creeds define to 
consist of three persons, by ob- 


jecting to the use of the word 


person, or at least to its use in 
the accustomed sense. Yet the 
word is of their own selection, 
and whatever difficulty they find 
in maintaining its correctness, 
they will not or cannot substi- 
tute any other which will ex- 
press their meaning. For our- 
selves we have no objection, nor 
hesitation, in respect to the word 
person as applicable to the Su- 
preme First Cause: For if per- 
son mean an individual, distinct, 
intelligent agent, such we be- 
lieve God to be. Every argu- 
ment that proves his existence 
proves his personality. But then 
we know but of one such per- 
son. In this case the word be- 
ing is synonimous with the word 
person. And no one will doubt 
that by the phrase the Divine 
Being, we mean God. But if 
there be three persons, each of 
whom is a Divine Being, then 
there are three Gods ; and thus 
we are Janded in Polytheism 
again, by that very system which 
professed to deliver the world 
from ‘“‘Gods many and Lords 
many.” 

What can overthrow that 
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dulous and superstitious age, {| which recommends itself to the 
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understanding and plain good 
sense of mankind in general, as 
rational and true? ‘This is not 
the age in which seraphick doc- 
tors, and sublime theologians, 
with ponderous folios, can awe 
the inquisitive mind into sub- 
mission to their incomprehensi- 
ble reasonings and infallible de- 
cisions. Mere words will have 
but little weight with the public 
opinion: it is not their length or 
number that will turn the scale ; 
the evidence of their truth alone 
will enable them to pass current 
long. He who will attempt to 
prove that there are more Gods 
than one, must first persuade 
men to renounce the evidence 
that the whole creation gives, of 
the unity and supremacy of the 
great first cause, to lay pros- 
trate that reason which God 
gave him for the regulation of 
his thoughts, at the footstool of 
arbitrary authority and implicit 
faith. ‘lhe progress of know- 
ledge, the extension of educa- 
lion, insure the success of our 
cause. Those who predict its 
overthrow as if it were analo- 
gous to those fanatical opinions, 
which have had an ephemeral 
existence in various places and 
ages, and have expired with 
their first promoters, are not 
aware that the light which ex- 
tinguished them, gives strength 
and solidity to our system : it is 
in alliance with knowledge; it 
would require the return of the 
dark and barbarous ages of the 
world, to make men forget or re- 
nounce it. 

It cannot be overthrown, for 
it is scriptural. Since the days 
of Chillingworth, his celebrated 
saying has acquired the reputa- 
tion of an axiom in theology = 
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“The bible, the bible, is the re- 
ligion of protestants.” If mo- 
dern protestants will be consis- 
tent they cannot refuse this ap- 
peal: Will they pretend that 
Moses taught otherwise than the 
simple unity of the divine na- 
ture? “ Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God is one Lord.” 
‘Thou shalt have no other God 
before me.” Efforts indeed have 
been made by a grammatical 
quibble to support the trinitari- 
an hypothesis from his writings. 
But the scheme, though once in- 
geniously argued by the Hut- 


chinsonian school, is utterly des-. 


titute of probability, and de- 
pends on a misconception of the 
structure and idiom of the He- 
brew tongue. ‘The word which 
our translators usually render 
God, has a plural termination. 


They derived it from a reot | 


which signifies a curse or oati, 
ard contended that it designa- 
ted, the Gods, or persons confe- 
derated by oath for the creation 
and redemption of the world.— 
This refined polytheism very 
veadily accommodated itself to 
the prevailing notion of a cove- 
nant of grace between the per- 
sons of the ‘Trinity before the 
world began. But the trath is 
that the plural termination of a 
noun in Hebrew is not sufficient 
proof of its plural signification. 
It is one mode of expressing in 
that language eminence or dig- 
nity. “Accordingly we find 
words in the Hebrew scriptures 
corresponding with creators, 
husbands, wisdoms, &c. 5 whilst 
it is obvious that only the singu- 
lar number can be intended. 
One incontrovertible fact isa 
sufficient refutation of such vain 
reasoning. No Jew, while he 
continued such, has ever admit- 
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ted this interpretation of his 
“Age Lawgiv er’s languag — 
hena tional aud indiy idual | faith 
of that people has ever tenaci- 
ously maintained the simple un- 
compounded and indivisible U- 
nity of the Divine Being.— 
Surely if it hid been the inten- 
tion of Moses to teach any other- 
wise, we should have heard at 
least of one sect who had hit up- 
on his true meaning, and con- 
tended for something different 
from the national Unitarianism. 
But no such instance occurs in 
their history. The only advo- 
cates for a plurality of objects 
of religious w orship among 
them, were those idolatrous trai- 
tors te Israel’s God, whom the 
law of Moses condemned to death. 

If we proceed to the prophet- 
ical writings, we shail find the 
Unity of Ged a constant theme: 
the highest beauties of poetry, 
the most persuasive strains of 
elugquence, are poured out pro- 
fusely on this topic. The confi- 
dent language of prediction an- 
ticipates the period, when not 
only One supreme ruler should 
be acknowledved in ail the earth, 
but moreover that his Name 
would be One. in what pas- 
sage will a Trinitarian discover 
that the name of the Christian’s 
God should be Three-fold ?— 
Zech, xiv. 9. 

Is there any thing equivocal 
in the lofty and sublime lan- 
ceuage of Isaiah? “ Thus saith 
the Lord of Hosts, the King of 
Israel, I am the first and the 
last ; and beside me there is no 
God. Is there a God beside me! 
yea there is no God, I know not 
any” —TIsa. xliv. 6, 8. 

‘*'To whom then will ye liken 
me, or shall I be equal? saith the 
Holy One.” —xl, 25. 
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But may not the New Testa- 
ment have se explained and mo- 
dified the Unitarianism of Mo- 
ses aud the Frophets as to ren- 
der it consisient with the plura- 
lity contended for by ‘Priuitari- 
aus? Attend to the following 
fucts:—Jesus uniformly spake 
of himself as the Servant, Son, 
aud Worshipper of the iather, 
whom be calls the God of the 
Jews, and the only true God: 
by him he was taught what he 
should say, and what he should 
speak—of himself he could do 
nothing: and when arisen from 
the dead, *‘ IT ascend,” said he 
**to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.”’ 

Neither of the Evangelists, 
in recording his history, has said 
any thing implying a dignity 
greater than that of being the 
commissioned messenger of the 
Most High, to instruct and save 
mankind. KMven after his ascen- 
sion, Peter, in claiming from 
the Jews the honour due to his 
exalted master, describes him as 
‘‘a man approved (or attested) 
of God by miracles and won- 
ders, and signs, which God did 
by him.” 

The great apostle of the gen- 
tiles, who certainly would not 
mislead them as to the object of 
worship, says, ‘*'To us, (chris- 
tians) there is but one God even 
the Father.” Whatever may 
be pretended, it is certain that 
no teacher of the modern trini- 
farian Systems would express 
himself on these subjects in the 
unguarded manner of the sacred 
writers. 

Some few texts are alleged 
against us. ‘Texts of doubtful 
meaning, or doubtful authority. 
Are these to determine us in op- 
position to the plain, unforced 
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and current testimony of the 
That were to re- 
verse the important rule, of in- 
terpreting things dark and ditli- 
cult in consistency with those 
which are clear and obvious. 

Besides, critical examination 
and learned researches are con- 
tinualiy clearing away these dif- 
ficulties, and brightening up the 
evidence of the reasonableness 
and consistency of the genuine 
scripture. very satisfactory 
investigation of the most ancient 
manuscripts has hitherto result- 
ed in diminishing the props of 
the prevailing theology, and ad- 
ding strength to Unitarian 
Christianity. 

But the manifest udility of 
our labours in this cause, insures 
its success. If the scheme we 
oppose were a mere uninfluen- 
tial theory, however erroncous, 
it were of less consequence to 
controvert it. It realiy has 
many mischievous tendencies 
and effects 5 it gives a false and 
discouraging view of the charac- 
ter of God; it fills the mind with 
confusion, and distracts the most 
serious Worshipper in his ap- 
proaches to the throne of grace; 
it spreads a gloomy austerity 
over the whole system of person- 
al and social piety; with which 
it is generally connected; and 
whether necessarily or not, it 
has in fact been usually associ- 
ated with intolerance, maligni- 
ty, and persecution, as its whole 
history, from the council af Nice 
to the present day, demonstrates. 
We wish to see it supplanted 
by asystem which is agreeable 
to the primitive instructions of 
Jesus and his apostles, which 
violates no correct principles of 
reasoning or morality, and which 
being compatible with man’s 
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present condition, is capable of 
rendering the duties of religion 
delightful in their performance, 
and salutary in their influence 
on the temper and conduct of 
its votaries. Men will not al- 
ways, they will not long, remain 
insensible of the advantages of 
truth and reason, over implicit 
faith and wild fanaticism. 

We have thus shown that uni- 
tarian views of Christianity are 
rational, scriptural, and useful : 
the conclusion is inevitable, that 
they are of God, and cannot be 
overthrown. ‘To use the lan. 
guage of a very eloquént advo- 
cate for our opinions—‘ The 
sole object of our efforts is to re- 
move the prejudices which ob- 
struct inquiry, and obtain full 
and candid examination. Let 
the evidence of Unitarianism be 
properly discussed, and_ its 


friends have no apprehension as 
to the result. We have mighty 
advocates, whose voice is resist- 


less. ‘The mind of man pleads 
for us! left to itself, it rises in- 
dignant at creeds which fetter 
the understanding and narrow 
the heart. The word of God 
pleads for us! it bears our sen- 
timents on every page, and rare- 
ly can it be perverted or tor- 
tured into the semblance of 
Trinitarianism. The heavens 
and the earth plead tor us! 
wherever they indicate design, 
itis benevolent design ; and ne- 
yer has any one deduced from 
their appearances a plurality of 
creators. The revelation of 
God, the reason of man, the con- 
stitution of nature, with united 
voice proclaim these eternal 
truths: THERE 1s ONE Gop! 


and Gop 1s Love!’’* 

* Reply to popular objections agamst U- 
nitarianism. A sermon preached at Bris- 
tol, (England) in 1815, by W. J. Fox. 
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[In general reference to the 
topicks of this address, it is pre- 
sumed that my hearers may just- 
ly be divided into two classes: 
those who disapprove and con- 
demn the principles I have aim- 
ed to advance, and those who 
adopt and profess them. To 
each of these I would address a 
few words of serious exhorta- 
tion. 

1. Do you dislike our opi- 
nions, and hold them to be false: 
and dangerous? Is this the re. 
sult of your own patient and 
careful examination of them? or 
did others tell you this? And 
had those who thus taught you, 
no personal interest at stake, 
that might bias ther judgment 
or mislead them in this respect? 
Be this as it may ; are you wise 
to suffer others to judge for you 
in a concern of this nature ?— 
‘* Be not children, &c.”? Read 
the scriptures for yourselves and 
compare and judge. Say not 
we are incapable of judging in 
this matter, we have not suffici- 
ent leisure, or sufficient learning. 
Yet you esteem the Bible a re- 
velation from heaven: but, ac- 
cording to this, it is a revela- 
tion only to clergymen and lin- 
guists. Such was not the gos- 
pel of Christ. To the poor, that 
gospel was first preached ; and 
by them, it was comprehended, 
believed, and obeyed. They re- 
ceived it, he says, “‘in an honest 
and good heart,” understanding 
it. [comp. Luke 8, and Matt. 13. | 

it doctrines are taught, as es- 
sential to salvation, which the 
simple cannot understand and 
the honest cannot believe ; such, 
I repeat, are not the doctrines 
of Christ. You believe in the 
efficacy of prayer, and reproach 
us for our supposed want of hu- 
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mility and sense of dependence 
upon God. We, therefore, ex- 
hort you to pray to that pure 
fountain of light, in whom is no 
darkness at all, that he would 
deliver your minds from preju- 
dice and passion, when you at- 
tempt to examine the scripture 
testimony on the subjects about 
which we differ. Do not wish 
any thing to be true, which can- 
not prove itself to be so, by its 
own proper evidence. Youran- 
athematizing us, and being an- 
gry, proves nothing except the 
weakness of your Cause, or your 
incompetency to defend it. Let 
your researches after truth be 
sincere, humble, patient, and 
impartial ; without arrogant cen- 
sures and rash judgment; and 
although they should lead to con- 
viction different from ours, we 
shall respect the manly freedom 
of your enquiries, and revere 
the piety that governs your faith. 
If it be otherwise with you, 
your heat cannot make truth 
falsehood, nor your obsctinacy 
convert error into truth. At 
all events, remember, in the lan- 
guage of the pious Watts, that 


‘«* Consciences and souls were made 
To be the Lord’s alone.” 


Do not bind heavy burthens and 
lay them upon other men’s 
shoulders. Neither attempt, by 
unwarranted impositions, to put 
a yoke upon the necks of the 
disciples, which human nature 
cannot, consistently, with intel- 
lectual freedom, bear. 

2. There are those who ap- 
prove our efforts and rank them- 
selves with our friends. We 
earnestly beseech you to do ho- 
nour to your profession, and 
strengthen our hands, by a wise 
aud virtuous conversation, join- 


ed with a good, unblemished life. 
VOL. I. 








Think not that the correctness 
of your judgment can absolve 
you from the obligations of prac- 
tical morality. Far be it from 
me to presume to deside, how 
much imperfection in practice 
may be compatible with sinceri- 
ty in a religious profession ; but 
it is peculiarly important that 
our behaviour should not require 
any apology or excuse be- 
fore others. The very best of 
us will have sufficient reason to 
pray, ‘‘ God be merciful, &c.’’ 
But let us not aggravate our 
common infirmities by a careless 
and wilful profanity, or the in- 
dulgence of wild passions, which 
reason condemns and from which 
piety revolts with disgust. If 
your understandings are more 
enlightened than others, your 
conduct should be more correct. 
Let wisdom, integrity, and pu- 
rity, characterize your ordinary 
course of behaviour. We ask 
you not to be asceticks, forget- 
ting the duties of this world in 
melancholy devotions, and aspi- 
rations after unseen objects.— 
We attach no importance to a 
multitude of prayers, or perpe- 
tual atten hearing. We had 
rather you were renowned for 
honesty, sobriety, charity, dis. 
cretion, speaking the truth al- 
ways, and doing good to all ; af- 
ter the example of our heaven- 
ly Father, and of our gracious 
Master, who set us an example, 
that, &c. 

Thus shall we prove that our 
cause is identical with that 
which avowed its design to be 
to teach all men to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this 

resent world; and was thers» 
fore worthy of the appellation of 
“THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF 
THE BLESSED Gop!” ] 
Y 2, 
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New Jerusalem Church.- 


New Jernsalem Church. 
Mr. Editor, 

In reading a sermon of the Rev. 
Mr. Hargrove, Swedenborgian 
preacher, at Baltimore, a gentle- 
man distinguished by his high 
standing as a minister of Christ, 


‘I was forcibly struck with the 


truth and reason of sume parts, 
and hand them to you for publi- 
cation. 

‘The modern doctrine of a- 
tonement, which teaches us, that 
in order to satisfy the claims of 
the divine law, which man had 
broken, Jesus Christ died. There- 
by rendering his Father propiti- 
ous, and reconciling him to siners. 
This doctrine L hesitate not to af- 
firm, pours contempt on all the 
attributes of the Deity, and is the 
disgrace of the blessed gospel.— 
To suppose there ever was a pe- 
riod when God was not reconciled, 
is to aflirm that he is so stil, or 
that he is a mutable being.” 

‘*[T would ask to whom did he 
atone ? to himself? nonsense! ‘To 
another God? miserable super- 
stition and idolatry! No, my can- 
did hearers, God is love, inimiuta- 
ble love, He requires no other God 
or mano reconcile him to bis of- 
fending creatures, only let the 
wicked man forsake his ways, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and return unto the Lord, and he 
will receive him graciously, and 
pardon him abundantly. But on 
the other hand, 1f God will not, or 
would not pardon the sinner, until 
ke first received infinite satistac- 
tion, either from himself or some 
other friend, what display of mer- 
cy would there be? If A. will 
not forgive his debtor, until B. 
pays every penny of the debt, 
surely the debtor can have no 
idea of having received any mer- 
ciful treatment from A.” 

‘‘ Father of mercies ! thou who 
art not willing that any should 
perjsh ; whose tender mercies (not 








thy wrath) are over all thy works. 
Who can think that Thou ever 


Consigned one unborn soul to hell 
Or damn’d him from his mothers’ womb.” 


A 
-—> -}>-————— 


To the editor of the P. U. Ma-- 


gazine, 

Sir, 4 

I take the liberty of address- 
ing you, in order to notice some 
important errors in the history of 
the “ Berean Society,” recorded 
in the last No. of your Magazine, 
as relates to the proceedings on 
the evenings of the 19th and 26th 
of March last. On those two 
evenings I had the honour of 
taking a sharé in the debates.— 
And [ cannot but express my as- 
tonishment, that a misrepresenta- 
tion made by a gentleman on the 
first of those evenings, though I 
interrupted him, to set him right, 
yet the same misrepresentation is 
now in print in your magazine! 
I am aware that you are not an- 
swerable for this error; for you 
did not record the proceedings of 
the society, nor were you present 
on thatevening. But it rests with 
the gentleman, whoever he is, 
that minuted the proceedings, to 
account for the ‘error, in a satis- 
factory manner, or to bear the 
charge of a wilful misstatement. 
And it will devolve on the editor 
whese numbers are ‘‘ devoted to 
morality, &c.” to be careful here- 
after that they be the vehicle of 
Truth. 

The gentleman who replied to 
my first observations, asserted 
that I said ‘ Jesus Christ did not 
quote scripture in all cases, to 
prove his doctrine.” I arose at 
the moment, and told him ‘ That 


_he misunderstood me _ entirely ; 


for, so far fromasserting any such 
thing, I mentioned His quoting 
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the Pentateuch to confute the 
Sadducees: but that it was not a 
direct scripture testimony; though 
from necessary consequence, it 
was undoubtedly, of equal force 
with the most direct assertion.” — 
[had been led to this, when speak- 
ing, in consequence of being inter- 
rupted by the chairman ; aud told 
that L must wave all argument, 
and adduce only direct scripture 
testinony. I replied, that a doc- 
trine might be legitimately dedu- 
ced from sc:ipture, by necessary 
consequence, independently of di- 
rect testimeny. As a proof of 
this position, | referred to the ex- 
ample of Christ’s proving to the 
Sadducees the doctrine of the re- 
surrection, and the separate exis- 
tence of the soul, from their own 
scriptures, where such phrases 
were not found. From these pre- 
mises I drew the following con- 
clusion: That the circumstance of 
the word ‘ eternal misery,” not 
being found in the scripture (even 
allowing this were the case) did 
not prevent its being legitimately 
proven from scriptare. 

I then proceeded with my argu- 
ment, and mentioned the commis- 
sion given to the apostles, by their 
risen Lord; Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
“Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture. Tle that believeth, and is 
baptized, shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not, shall be damn- 
ed.” Here | observed the salva- 
tion of the believer, and the dam- 
nation of the unbeliever, were set 
in opposition, the one to the other ; 
and if not co-extensive, there was 
no propriety in the expression.— 
That if universalism were true, it 
might with more propriety be said, 
‘‘ He that believeth shall be sa- 
ved, and he that believeth not 
shall be saved also!” The only 
reply that was made to this, was, 
that 1 ought to have stated what 
kind of salvation that was, which 








'as the devil. 


was there:promised to the believ- 
er; or words to this amount.— 
This I considered no reiutation of 
my argument ; and therefore took 
no notice of it. For I did not 
suppose there Was any person in 
the audience, who needed to be 
told in what the salvation of be- 
lievers in Christ consisted. 

After quoting other passages of 
a similar bearing, l observed, that 
I could not agree with the gentle- 
man that preceded me, in giving 
so modern a date to universalism: 
for, it was first preached in the 
garden of Eden; and our first pa- 
rents constituted the first congre- 
gation. The preacher’s name I 
said I would not mention; but I 
would give an extract from the 
sermon; ‘‘ Ye shall not surely 
die.” In saying this L had no in- 
tention to give offence. I cannot 
see why universalists should be 
offended at being told this is their 
sentiment : for it is doubtless their 
belief; or an epitome of it, if l 
understand them. We say eter- 
nal death is the wages of sin. By 
eternal death, we mean an eternal 
senaration from God, the fountain 
of life. 

That we are justified in giving 
the term “ Death,” this latitude 
of meaning I shall prove by one 
text of scripture, Ezekiel xxxiii. 
11. “ Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; for why- will ye die ?” 
&ce. Now the death here men- 
tioned, is not natural death ; for 
the sinner’s turning, will not ex- 
empt him from that. It cannot 
mean a spiritual or mortal death, 
for he is in that already; and the 
threatened death, as spoken of, is 
yet tocome. It must, therefore, 
be the death above stated But 
the universalists say, the sinner 
shall not ‘ surely die” that death, 
whether he turns or not. But the 
offence proceeds from attributing 
the doctrine to such a character 
But if it be true, 
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it is nothing the worse for being 
believed and taught by him, An 
apostle says the devils believe the 
existence of God and tremble.— 
Shall we reject Theism because 
the devils believe it? I trow not. 
All the reply that was made to 
my. saying the devil first preached 
universalism, was, “‘ That if Satan 
would preach the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation, he would be 
preaching against himself, and his 
kingdom could not stand!! This 
was evidently too weak a remark 
to need reply. For the alledged 
position was, that it was untrue ; 
consequently its propagation 
would stock his kingdom. Could 
he take a more effectual method 
to prevent people from ‘ fleeing 
from the wrath to come,” than by 
persuading them there was no 
wrath to come ? 

The second misrepresentation 
is on the succeeding column (page 
315) in these words, * He then 
said that universalism was an aw- 
ful doctrine, it taught that God 
would by no means clear the guil- 
ty, nay, that man would be pun- 
ished without a possibility of es- 
cape by repentance.” Here I 
certainly must have been misun- 
derstood, I have too high an opi- 
nion of the abilities and moral 
character of the gentlemen who 
are my opponents, to think they 
would wiliully misrepresent me. 
{never understood universalism 
as holding forth such an idea as 
the impossibility of an eacape 
from punishment. Quite the con- 
trary. It rather indemnifies the 
worst of crimes, It gives depra- 
vity full play; unhampered by 
that restraining principle, fear, 
:mpianted in our nature, for the 
benevolent purpose of deterring 
‘rom wrong. I observed that 
aniversalism was a cheering sys- 


laact 


‘em, at least apparently, upon a 
superficial survey of it. But to 
consider it well, it set Godin an 








awful light: for it made Him 
out the undistinguishing approver 
of vice and virtue; of right 
and wrong.” I intended to fol- 
low up this thought a little fur- 
ther (but I am no speaker) and 
observe, that if sin escaped with- 
out an adequate punishment, there 
would be no security for or cer- 
tainty of the uninterrupted hap- 
piness of God’s intelligent crea- 
tion. That if moral evil once 
made its appearance in his do- 
mains, and defaced so fair a part 
of his works, and escaped witli im- 
punity, after aiming a blow at the 
existence of God himself; insult- 
ing all his perfections, and causing 
such an infinitely lovely Being as 
his Son, to suffer such unparallel- 
ed pain and misery. There might 
again, in the revolving ages of 
eternity, a period arrive, when 
sin might again return with re- 
doubled. fury, and make more 
dreadful hayoc. If sin is punish- 
ed only by afew gripes of consci- 
ence, which can be stifled by 
plunging still deeper into crime; 
the moral character of the Su- 
preme Judge, would be no securi- 
ty against the recurrence of evil. 
I will here propound a question: 
Has not the law of God a penal 
sanction, proportionate tothe per- 
fection of the law ? “ If in keeping 
his commandments, there is a 
reward,” viz: as much happiness 
as the nature and capacity of the 
subject will admit ; will it not fol- 
low, that the breaking of them 
will produce quite the reverse ? 
This is the rule of inverse propor- 
tion. 


[The remarks on the elderly 
gentleman, we suspect not altoge- 
ther correct, and being very per- 
sonal, we have suppressd them.] 

Ed. 


I cannnot but mention, on this 
occasion, the manner in which our 
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epponents get round some argu- 


ments brought against them in 
the society. 1 shall instance 
one: The latter part of the 25th 
chapter cf Maithew, has been 
always considered as descrip- 
tive of the end of time, and of 
the general judgment. The uni- 
versalists deny this, and their 
plea is, because good works are 
mentioned as the ground upon 
which therighteous receive their 
kingdom. ‘This they say, would 
be repugnant to the doctrine of 
free grace. Very true, but they 
are certainly not ignorant how 
this is understood and explained 
by our divines. ‘These good 
works, they say, are not men- 
tioned as meriting the kingdom, 
for it was prepared for them be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 
But they are mentioned as evi- 
dences of their justification, and 
of their fiiness to manage the 
affairs of that kingdom into 
which they are about to be in- 
stalled. Now though Mr. Knee- 
land discussed this passage be- 
fore the society no less than three 
times in my hearing, and another 
gentleman once, yet neither of 
them so much as adverted to 
this mode of explaining it.— 
Were they ignorant that com- 
mentators did thus explain it? 
or, were they unwilling to men- 
tion it before the audience, lest 
its striking consistency might 
operate against their arguments, 
in the minds of the audience ? 


B. 
REMARKS. 


Knowing as we do the writer 
of the article in question, we 
can confidently assert that there 
was no intention to misrepre- 
sent the speaker. And as the 











charge of misrepresentation, let 
it be done ignorantly, or by de- 
sign, is what no one ought to 
lay under even & moment, with- 
out cause, We have examined 
the passages to which the writer 
objects, to seeif such a charge 
appears to be well founded. 

As it regards the first charge, 
we've not been able to discover 
that there was even a misunder- 
standing, much less a misrepre- 
sentation. What dues “ Berea” 
assert? “ He’ (the speaker) 
«* said, that Jesus did not quote 
scripture zx all cases to prove 
his doctrine, and that on the 
present occasion rational deduac- 
tion were sufficient from scrip- 
ture.’ This is not saying that 
Jesus never quoted scripture ; 
but only that he did not quote 
it in all cases. Now, in what 
does this differ from the present 
ocknowledgement of “ B.”? who 
says, ** I mentioned his quoting 
the Pentateuch ; but that it was 
not adirect scripture testimony ; 
though, from necessary conse- 
quence, &c.”” What is the dif- 
ference between ‘“ rational de- 
duction” and ‘‘ necessary conse- 
quence?” For the difference 
between these two ideas, is a'l 
the misrepresentation there was, 
if there were any!! 

But what is the ‘‘ necessary 
consequence,” according to B? 
Why, if the damnation conse- 
quent on unbelief, be not co-ex- 
tensive” with the salvation of 
the believer, ‘‘there was no 
propriety” in the words of Christ! 
Paul says, ‘‘ 1 obtained mercy 
because I did it ignorantly, and 
in unbelief.’ Was the damna- 
tion of Saul, the unbeliever, co- 
extensive with the salvation of 
Paul, the believer? The dam- 
nation of unbelief, lasts just as 
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jong as unbelief lasts, and no 
longer; and vice versa. Were 
it possible for the saints in hea- 
ven to doubt of the continuance 
find eternity of that happy state, 
the moment they doubted they 
would be damned. ‘ For he 
that doubteth is damned.” 

This writer in bringing up 
the old doctrine of the serpent 
again, and applying it to univer- 
salism, which has already been 
harped upon to that degree 
which must almost render the 
christian name (if snch must be 
ihe reasoning of christians) dis- 
custing even to common sense, 
has shown his total ignorance of 
the doctrine of universalism.— 
Does universalism teach that 
sinners shall not die? So far 
from it, it admits of the certain- 
ty of death in every sense in 
which death is the <‘* conse- 


quence” of sin; and which alone 


makes salvation necessary.— 
Does it say that man shall not 
die eternally ?—both Calvinism 
and Arminianism say the same. 
For all men were threatened 
with eternal death, as much as 
any; and if there be some who 
will not die eternally, it makes 
the words of the cold serpent 
true, respecting these, as much 
as universalism does. It is ad- 
mitted by all, that the saved 
will not die eternally, and the 
only question is, about the num- 
ber, and, who they are, not 
whether salvation is possible or 
not, for this is not doubted. 

In regard to the second charge 
of misrepresentation, it is sus- 
pected that there must have 
been either a slip of the pen or 
an omission of the printer; but 
as no use was made of the ex- 
pression, whateverit might have 
heen, we shall let it pass at 








Scraps. 


present.* Any penalty for the 
breach of the law, which our 
opponents are willing to apply 
to themselves, and to all man- 
kind, we do not object to: but 
the least that any one suffers, 
who breaks the divine command, 
is all that the law necessarily 
requires, If any suffer more, it 
must be imputed to something 
else, and not to the rigour of the 
law. 

On supposition that ‘ the lat- 
ter part of the 25th of Matthew,” 
is ‘* descriptive of the end of 
time &c.” and on supposition 
that the doctrine ‘‘ explained by 
our divines” be true; then if 
that kingdom had been prepared 
for all men, and all mankind 
should ever be fitted ‘‘ to man- 
age the affairs of that kingdom,” 
then of course all men, will be 
saved ! and that they are not so, 
is because that the kingdom was 
not prepared for any, except a 
precious chosen few; and these 
were not chosen because they 
were any better than others, but 
because God was pleased to 
choose them: hence the whole 
reason why all men are not sa- 
ved, is because God is not pleas- 
ed that they should be, not hav- 
ing prepared a kingdom for 
them !! 

9 
SCRAPS. 

“The doctrine of satisfaction 
and vicarious puuishment ren- 
der it requisite to suppose, as 
the advocates for them say that 
“he endured them as under the 
charge of guilt,’ and they go 
further, and say that ‘he was 
oppressed with innumerable and 
abominable crimes ;” that he had 





* Since the above was in type we have 
understood that the sentence complained ot 
refers to another speaker altogether. 
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‘a painful sensation of them,” 

and that he plainly became an 

ohject of God’s wrath.” 
CARPENTER. 


*¢ If sin be an infinite evil, one 
infinite person could make satis- 
faction for only one sin; for as 
the number of sinful acts com- 
mitied is not infinite, sin, if in- 
finite at all, must be infinite 
?n its nature; and unless each sin- 
fulact be infinite, sin in the ag- 
gregate cannot be so; for, if ti- 
nite quantities be added tuoge- 
ther ever so far, they never will 
make an infinite total. But if 
every sinful act be inffnite, it 
follows that even an infinite per- 
son could make satisfaction for 
but one sin; a thousand such per- 
sons would be necessary to satis. 
fy justice for a thousand sins.” 

Monthly Repository. 


“« If any one sin Is infinite, and 
deserves infinite punishment, the 
Deity can never punish more 
than one sin, in any one man ; 
for one sin deserves by the suppo- 
sition all the punishment God 
can inflict, for nothing short is 
infinite punishment. The pun- 
ishment of one sin, therefore, 
must exhaust all the resources of 
divine wrath and none can re- 
main for the punishment of any 
other sin.” 

E. Stiles Ely, D. D. 


‘Though I consider the term 
atonement at-one-ment, as real- 
ly corresponding to recencilia- 
tion, I cannot refuse assent to 
fhe opinion of Sykes, that it 
ought not to be used respecting 
the purposes of our Saviour’s 
death, since it is not the language 
of scripture, and the substitution 
of one word for another, is too 











— 








apt to mislead the unwary. ‘The 
word alonement is used once on- 
ly in the public version of the 
N. T. (Rom. v. 11.) and then as 
the traunsiation of *“4#T«ArAayx, 
which is elsewhere rightly trans- 
lated reconciliation, as it ought 
to have been liere.”” 

“« Saulisfaction is a word never 
ounce used in scripture, it is with- 
out doubt well pleasing to God, 
and in that sense a satisfaction 
to Elim that Christ loved us, and 
gave himself for us, as an offer- 
ing aud sacrifice of a sweet 
smelling savour. Eph. v. 2. And 
God manifested his good plea- 
sure In pewardine him for it.— 
But punishment is so far from 
being a satisfaction to him that 
lie calls it his strange work. Isai. 
xxviii. 21. And the punishment 
of an innocent person, must be 
an abomination to his sight ; no- 
thing can be a satisfaction to 
God, but righteousness.”’ 

Daylor’s Ben. Mordecai. 


“The doctrine of eternal dam- 
nation, and perpetual enmity has 
a native tendency to promote 
such wicked reflections, and for- 
tify the corrupt dispositions of the 
heart, against all reconciling and 
humbling means. But the doc- 
trime of universal restoration, 
must have a very different ten- 
dency.” 

James Purves. 


« Where societies are not ope= 
rated upen by the-terrors of su- 
perstition, there seems little pro- 
bability that that their natural 
religion will be much tinctured 
with those frightful apprehen- 
sions of eternal punishment, 
which are repugnant to hu.aani- 
ty wad common sense.” 

Ascerbe's Travels, 
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368 The Corner 


* Learn three-mile prayers, an’ half mile 
graces, 

WP weel spread looves, an’ lang, wry faces: 

Giurunt up a solemn le ngthen’ d groan, 

And damn a’ parties but your own ; 

Mil warrant then, ye’re nae deceiver, 

A steady, sturdy staunch believer, rs 

Oye wha leave the ‘springs of Catvin, 

For GUMLIE DUBS of your ain delvin ! 

Ye sons of heresy and error, 

Ye’ll some day squeel in queking terror ! 

When vengeance draws the sword in wrath, 

And in the fire throws the sheath : 

Whenruin, with his sweepmg Brsom, 

Just frets °till heave: n commission gives him : 

While o’er the Hane pale mis’ry moans, 

And strikes the ever-deep’ning tones, 

Sull LOUDER 5NRJEKS, AND HEAVIER GROANS! 

Bunns. 


———<ge——— 


Exctract from Lebrecht Jehne, 
“ De Resurrectione Carnis &c.” 
being an interpretation of the 
xvth | of the ist Epistle to the 
Corinthians, 20th verse, et seq. 
* At nune Christus resuscitatus 
esta mortuis, primaticz: abdor- 
mientium existit. Prout enim 
in uno homine mors Ccepit, ita 
et in uno homine resurrectio ; 
quemadmodum enim, ex quo 
Adamus mori debuit, moriendum 
est omnibus; ita ct ex quo Chris- 
tus vitam Recupe ravit, vitam 
recuperaturi sunt omnes.” 

The sense of which may be 
thus expressed in English: 

‘* But now 1s Christ risen from 
the dead, and exists, the first 
fruits of those that sleep; for 
like as in one man death com- 
menced, so, also, in one man com- 
menced the resurrection; for in 
like manner as Adam was obli- 
ged to die, all in the same man- 
ner are liable to death, so also, 
in like manner as Christ recover- 


ed life, all will recover life.” 
eo x 
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The Corner Stone 


Of the First Universalist 








Meeting House, now erecting | 


Stone &c. 


in Westminster-street, was laid 
with the usual ceremonies on 
on Monday forenoon last, in the 
presence ofa large concourse of 
attentive spectators of both sex- 
es. ‘There had been copious 
showers of rain the preceding 
evening, and the day wss unusu- 
ally pleasant. The exercises 
were—a Hymn by the Choir of 
the Society; an Address by the 
Rev. Mr. Mace, Minister of the 
Society ; Prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. KituAm, of Attleborough ; 
Hymn and Benediction. The 
Address of Mr. Mace is gene- 
rally spoken of in terms of high 
commendation. ‘The prayer was 
fervent and devout. ‘The per- 
formances by the singing choir, 
vocal and instrumental were ex- 
cellent. It was gratifying to 
the liberal feelings of the nu- 
merous auditors to observe upon 
the platform, several of the most 
respectable officiating Clergy- 
men of this town, of different de- 
nominations, witnessing the so- 
lemnities of the occasion. In 
the corner stone was deposited a 
Silver Plate, on which was en- 
ovaved, by Mr. Henry TxHon- 
TON, the following inscription :— 

‘The First Universalist So- 
ciety in Providence, was incor- 
porated by an act of the General 
Assembly of the state of Rhode 
Island, at their October session, 
1821. The Corner Stone of this 
edifice, designed for the service 
of Almighty. God, through his 
Son Jesus Christ, was laid by 
the Rev. FAYETTE MACE, on 
the 3d day of June, A. D. 1822. 
JoHN H. GREENE, Architect; 
CALEB Mosner, ZECHARIAH 
CHAFEE, Joint Master Builders. 
‘‘The Lord reigneth, let the 
earth rejoice.” Psalm. xcvii, 1.— 
I vovidence Paper. 
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{From the Unitarian Miscellany. ] 
JUSTICE OF GOD NOT OPPOSED 
TO HIS MERCY. 

THERE is not, perhaps, in the 
whole range of school divinity, a 
more fruitful source of error, 
than the opinion, so generally 
entertained, of the opposing and 
contradictory qualities, influ- 
ences, and requisitions of God’s 
justice and mercy. ‘To read the 
common schemes, as they are 
called, of theologians, one would 
imagine, that the divine mind 
was never at peace, that a per- 
petual conflict was kept up be- 
tween its lenient inclinations, 
and the stern demands of what 
might not irreverently be termed 
a sense of duty, were it not 
more like the unbending fate, 
which was thought by the an- 
cients to govern the determina- 
tions of their supreme divinity ; 
for though not stated to be so, it 


certainly gives the impression of 


an external and independent 
power, which interposes itself to 
forbid the intentions ot love. 
This idea is not confined to 
written systems, and voluminous 
bodies of divinity ; would that it 
were, for then its injurious ef- 
fects might not be so extensive ; 
but your children are taught to 
repeat it in their catechisms, 
yourselves repeat it in your 
church creeds, it is forced into 
the prayers of your clergymen, 
and they insist and dilate upon 
it in their lectures and sermons, 
over and over again. On the 
yreat subject of the mission, suf- 
ferings, and death of the Savi- 
our, you are constantly told, that 
God saw the sinful and wretched 
condition of men, that he pitied, 
and resolved to save them; but 
they had sinned, rebelled, and 
VOI. J. 








| fallen; they had committed an 


infinite offence against an infinite 
Deity, and a frowning, unrelent- 
ing Justice interposes, and calls 
for an infinite satisfactiou, the 
sacrifice of his only Sun. Mercy 
is obliged to yield, justice ob- 
tains its demand; while, in the 
language ofa bar: gain, the sacri- 
fice is called an equivalent, and 
the whole transaction is termed 
a merciful plan, a dispensation 
of love! No wonder that there 
are so many infidels, when this 
is represented as christianity. 

Without entering upon an ex- 
amination of the several errors 
of this system, a few remarks 
will be offered on that, which 
may be considered as the funda- 
mental and prevailing one, name- 
ly, the supposition of a disagree- 
ment between the attributes of 
God; the idea that his rigorous 
justice intercepts the benevolent 
designs of bis mercy. 

[s not this opinion, in the first 
place, degrading to the true cha- 
racter of Supreme Perfection? 
Does it not leave a blank in the 
description of Deity, which even 
our finite conceptions may fill? 
Is it consistent with the unity of 
his character, thus to present 
one of its principles in decided 
opposition to another! Is it con- 
sistent with the loveliness of bis 
character, thus to present its se- 
verity overcoming its benevo- 
lence? Or is it consistent with 
the dignity of his character, thus 
to present its benevolence yield- 
ing to its severity! With such 
conceptions of God, can we feel 
satisfied, can we feel seeure? 
Let any unprejudiced and think- 
ing man ask himself these ques- 
tions separately and seriously. 

Is not this opinion, in the se- 
cond place, at variance, not only 
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with proper apprehensions of the 
whole divine character, but with 
a proper definition of the divine 
justice and mercy, singly con- 
sidered? Whatis the justice of 
God, and what is his mercy? 
Does his justice demand inflic- 
tions, from which his mercy re- 
coils? We think not. Does his 
mercy ask for indulgences, which 
his Justice refuses to grant? We 
think not. When justice is un- 
feeling, and regards not, as its 
sole and ultimate end, the hap- 
piness of its objects, it certainly 
is not just; it ceases to be jus 
tice, and takes the aspect and 
character of cruelty. And when 
mercy is short-sighted and par- 
tial, acting from impulse, rather 
than from a sense of right. and 
relieving present misery, rather 
than consulting for reat and last- 
ing good, itis no longer merey, 
it has degenerated into weak - 
ness. Who will ascribe either 
of these dispositions to God! 
Who will say, that his justice is 
but wrath, and his mercy but un- 
guided feeling? And yet this is 
Virtually said by those, who hold 
the opinions against which we 

are contending ; it is virtually 
said by the common error which 
we have stated; it is virtually 
said by those systems, which 
make our redemption the result 
of opposing principles and coun- 
sels, and the performance of a 
previous stipulation. There is 
no getting away from these in- 
ferences. In the common sys- 
tems of divinity, the justice and 
mercy of God are plainly repre- 
sented as distinct and opposed. 
Now these qualities, in their per- 
fection, never can be either dis- 
tiact or opposed ; for perfect jus- 
tice will always have pity on 
weakness and frailty, and per- 
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fect mercy will always unfalter- 
ingly pursue the straight and 
only course, which leads to the 
best possible consequences. 

The idea, therefore, of an op- 
position between the justice and 
mercy of God, arises from a 
gross misapprehension of those 
attributes themselves, and is un- 
worthy of the divine character. 
If these propositions are estab- 
lished, it follows, in the third 
place, that it will produce in- 
jurious effects on our own minds. 
Religion is so important a sub- 
ject, that religious error must be 
hurtful in some way or other, and 
in a greater or less degree. God 
is the object and end of all reli- 
gion, and so far as a particular 
system of religion inculcates 
wrong conceptions of God, it 
must be a false one, and false in 
its very foundation. God is the 
Supreme Disposer: he governs 
our lives according to his will, 
and keeps in his own hands the 
entire regulation of our future 
destiny. We are weak and pow- 
erless; we cannot stand before 
him; we know that we cannot; 
unforeseen and uncontrollable 
cvents defeat our intentions, and 
defy our calculations ; and death 
comes, we know not how or 
when, to close the present scene. 
It must affect us nearly then, to 
know what is the character of 
this Being ; and according to the 
conceptions which we form, will 
be in a great measure the com- 
plexion of our religious opinions, 
and the tone of our religious lan- 
guage. 

If, then, we regard him as a 
monarch, whose resolutions, are 
taken without. reference to the 
nature and circumstances of 
those whom he governs, and 
whose inflictions are determined 
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by a principle, which, however 
severe it may be, he is compell- 
ed to follow, we must of course 
regard him with feelings, which, 
in great part, will be those of 
apprehension and dread, with 
feelings which ought not to be 
connected, no, not at all, with 
the Only Wise and Good, with 
feelings which are calculated to 
repress the confidence and grate- 
ful love, with which we should 
seek our Father, and which 
should not be suffered to mirgle 
with the adoration of the heart. 
And this is the fact. And this is 
the explanation of many of the 
superstitious notions and obser- 
vances, Which reflect any thing 
but honour on the religion of 
Christ. ‘The Saviour has been 
prayed to, and the Virgin Mary 
has been prayed to, and hun- 
dreds of saints have been prayed 
to, in preference, yes, we scru- 
ple not to- say, in preference to 
the great and only true object of 
worship; because a servile and 
unworthy fear was entertained of 
that object, and other beings and 
names were resorted to, in order 
to propitiate and favourably in- 
cline the Holy One, who is al- 
ways more ready to hear, than 
we are to pray, and always more 
willing to forgive us our sins, 
than we are to forsake them. 
What is the language of nine out 
of ten of the hymns which are 
addressed to Christ, and sung in 
christian churches? Plainly this; 
that Christ is a merciful, benign- 
ant, and compassionate being, 
who interposed between the an- 
ger of God and the destruction 
of men, and offered himself as a 
sacrifice to that inexorable ven- 
geance, which neither could nor 
would accept of any other. Is 
this reason, is this religion, is 








this christianity, is this in ac- 
cordance with the language of 
him, who said, “ Why callest 
thou me good, there is none good 
but one, that is Ged ?”’ 

Now what can be the origin 
of so monstrous an error? We 
conceive it to be occasioned by 
referring the character and coun- 
sels of God to the very imper- 
fect standard of our own actions 
and feelings. By this, we mean, 
that instead of raising their own 
ideas to some understanding of 
perfection, sen have brought 
down perfection to the level of 
their own ideas, or in other 
werds, have substituted imper- 
fection in its place. They have 
considered, not so much the true 
and abstract nature of justice 
and mercy, as the justice and 
mercy Which live upon earth, are 
conformed to their earthly resi- 
dence, and modified by the pas- 
sions, the weakness, the false 
judgment, the short-sightedness 
of man. It 1s true, that we must 
form our conceptions of the per- 
sonal attributes of God, from 
corresponding qualities among 
ourselves 3; but then we must not 
confine them here, but remember 
that they are to be invested with 
omniscience and infinity; in 
short, united to one another, and 
united to God. 

To illustrate by an example. 
Brutus pronounced judgment 
against his own sons, because 
the good of the commonwealth, 
as ke thought, required that they 
should die. This act has been 
praised by some us just, and con- 
demned by others as wnmerciful. 
One will think that he displayed 
his heroism in sacrificing the 
feelings of a father to the exist- 
ence of a state; and another, that 
the voice of nature should never 
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have been so cruelly stifled at 
the call of a heartless theory, or 
the prospect of an uncertain 
good. But the fact is, we are 


not competent to decide at all on — 


the case, because we can neither 
balance motives nor conse- 
quences. Neither was Brutus 
Capable of deciding whether he 
acted riglit or wrong, because he 
could not foresee effects, nor de- 
termine whether the father or 
the magistrate ought to have 
prevailed in the decision. He 
only acted according to the best 
of his jadgment; and that is all 
which any man can do in a ques- 
tion uf opposing feelings, inter- 
ests, and considerations. But 


here is the error. Vien have sup- 
posed the Deity to be placed in 
a certain situation; and then 
have undertaken to say how he 
must have been influenced, and 
how he ought to have determin- 


ed, and actually did determine, 
under the existing circumstances. 
They have undertaken to say, 
from their own notions of what 
would have been felt and done 
on earth, what in reality was 
felt and done in heaven; without 
reflecting that they were apply- 
ing this rule to a Being, who is 
impassibie and omniscient, and 
who could not, therefore, enter- 
tain any inclination in opposi- 
tion to any principles, or be 
guided by any circumstances, of 
which he did not clearly see all 
the bearings, relations, and re- 
sults. 

We shall conclude this essay 
by giving such a view of the jus- 
tice and mercy of God, as will 
form a summary of what has been 
offered on this subject. To speak 
strictly, we should say, that jus- 
tice and mercy were not sepa- 
rate qualities of the divine mind, 
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but that, although we used the 
names separately, for the sake 
of convenience and accommo- 
dation, they were, in fact, the 
same. The ways of God are 
RIGHT, and this expresses all 
that we mean, when we say that 
they are just and merciful. In 
the counsels of God, there can 
be no wavering, nor even deli- 
beration; the course that alone 
is proper, the course that alone 
cunduces to the best possible 
ends, in every possible connex- 
ion, and throughout all eternity, 
that course is alone pursued, and 
it 1s pursued exactly when its 
operation is called for by infinite 
wisdom. ‘This course is just, at 
the same time that it is merciful, 
and merciful because it is per- 
fectly just. It never deviates on 
account of motives, which we 
should call compassionate, be- 
cause if it should ever deviate in 
the least, it wovid cease to be 
both just and merciful. It never 
can be swayed by sentiments of 
anger or revenge, because, as it 
consults the good of the whole, 
and the good of each individual, 
it must terminate in the happi- 
ness of all. Let us henceforth 
have more enlarged and exalted 
conceptions of that Almighty 
Being, whois both Wisdom and 
Love, whose justice cannot be 
unmerciful, and whose mercy 
cannot be unjust; whose justice 


and mercy are one. 
F. G. 


nee 


To the Editor. 

Respected Sir—With your per- 
mission, I propose to occupy 2 
few pages, in some of the numbers 
of the ensuing volume of the ‘‘ Uni- 
versalist Magazine,” with A Retro- 
spective Analysis of the labours of 
those, who, at different periods, 
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and with different degrees of suc- 
cess, have attempted to rend the 
veil, which ignorance, interest and 
superstition have conspired to 
spread over the genuine doctrines 
of divine wisdom, as revealed upon 
the page of inspiration. 

On perusing the bibliographic 
history of the last forty years, we 
are surprised to find, how many, 
distinguished for extent and diver- 
sity of talent, correctness of judg- 
ment, and unblemished reputa- 
tion, have come out from among 
those who guide the consciences 
of the multitude by the reins of po- 
pularity; and have entered their 
solemn protest against doctrines, 
which, dignified by the name of 
orthodox, have long corrupted the 
temple of religion, exiled from its 
sacred walls the plain, but eflica- 
cious, the reasonable, but glori- 
ous truths promulgated by our 
Saviour, his disciples and apostles, 
and, in the hearts and consciences 
of the Christian world, have im- 
planted fear for love; despair for 
hope, and mysticism for the light 
of divine wisdom. 


To bring to the knowledge of 
those, who have not the power to 
consult a variety of publications, 
a detail of the reasons, which have 
governed such individuals in de- 
parting from generally received 
dogmas, and so to aid, as much as 
lays within our power, in the dif- 
fusion of light and knowledge, are 
the motives which have influenced 
us to undertake the task we have 
thus imposed upon ourselves. 

It is true, that many of the 
works intended to be analysed, 
contain, at best, but approaches 
towards the truth; it must, how- 
ever, we think, be a pleasing task 
to all, to contemplate even the 
first steps of the human mind, in 
its advance towards the temple of 
truth—to watch the sun of religi- 
ous liberty, as it gradually, but 
constantly pregresses, from its first 


















Address to the Editor. rp, 


































glimmering at the horizon, to me- 
ridian splendour. 

Jt has unfortunately been the 
case, that in all ages, and in every 
nation, the truth, has been oppos- 
ed by a powerful party, whose in- 
terest has ever been, to decry the 
Jabours, and anathematize the per- 
sons of all, who show any symp- 
toms of disgust, at the empty su- 
perstitions, and unmeaning, if not 
dangerous, errors, which have 
been attempted to be imposed up- 
on them as “ the bread of life.”— 
And who have desired to employ 
their reason, ‘‘ that heaven lighted 
lamp of God, in man,” in religious 
as well as in the other important 
concerns of life; and, having ex- 
perienced that the yoke of ortho- 
doxy, is not the “ easy yoke” of 
Christ, have, in the true spirit of 
Christian feeling, attempted to 
open the eyes, and throw off the 
burden from the shoulders of their 
deluded brethren. 


So far, indeed, has the Phari- 
saic spirit gone in its opposition 
to every ray of truth, that all, who 
do not bow down to its dogmas 
with implicit obedience, without 
asking a reason for the faith they 
are imperatively called upon to 
embrace, have been excluded the 
pale of Christ’s temporal kingdom, 
and forever prohibited from en- 
joying the happiness of heaven, 
hereafter :— W hile, countenancing 
their honest endeavours, or, even, 
the perusal of their works, has 
been denounced a sin “ not to be 
forgiven in this world, neither in 
the world which is to come.” 

The consequence of this, has 
been, that as they are but few, 
who have the courage, or strength 
of mind, to oppose opinions incul- 
cated by the multitude, and those 
who are in power, but little cir- 
culation, and less candid attention 
has been obtained for the works of 
these truly mdependent spirits; 
and this constitutes a powerful ar- 
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gument in favour of the present at- 
tempt to introduce them to the 
notice of such as probably might 
else be ignorant such works had 
ever an existence. 

In assuming this task, we again 
repeat, that our ouly aim, is, to 
aid the cause of knowledge and of 
truth, which is ever, the cause of 
religion—and, from a persuation, 
that this can be done only by en- 
couraging mankind, to receive as 
a doctrine frem God, nothing, 
without a cautious examination, 
and, until they have satisfied their 
consciences, that it is actually 
founded upen a “ thus saith the 
Lord.” 


We are aware, that it has been 
argued against an opposition to 
doctrines generally received as 
sacred, even when of doubtful au- 
thority, that it has a tendency to 


unhinge the minds of many from - 


all faith in religion, and to cause 
a dangerous tendency towards 
Deism. but, we feel firmly con- 
vinced, that the contrary is actu- 
ally the case, and, that much of 
the Deism to be met with in the 
world, has had its origin from 
holding up the popular corruptions 
of Christianity, for its sacred 
truths; in calling upon men to be- 
lieve more than reason can justify. 
Truth, we should always recol- 
lect, is not only all powerful and 
nvist in the end prevail, but it is, 
also, eternal and immutable; it 
can neither be changed nor de- 
stroyed. Let, then, investigation 
be carried to any extent, and, how- 
ever the advocates for false doc- 
trmes may tremble, no Christian, 
who has ‘‘ a reason for the hope 
that is within him” will be alarmed 
for the issue. No one can either 
preach, or write down TRUTH. 
To it, inquiry is what friction is to 
the diamond, it proves its adaman- 
tine nature, adds to its lustre, and 
excites new admiration. As long 
as investigation is freely encour- 
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aged the errors which in ages of 
darkness have been engrafted upon 
Christianity, will be destroyed, 
but, the genuine doctrines of our 
heavenly master will be more firm- 
ly established in every honest 
breast. 

As the limits to which we will 
necessarily be restricted, in the 
proposed analysis, will not permit 
us, In every instance, to accom- 
pany the opinions of our author, 
with any remarks of our own, we 
do not wish it to be hence inferred 
that we implicitly assent to all the 
opinions which they may advance ; 
we only lay them before our read- 
ers, requesting them to think for 
themselves, and to refer all their 
doubts to that ‘ fountain of all 
wisdom” who is able and willing to 
ald, by his Spirit, every honest 
endeayour to attain that know- 
ledge, which is life eternal. 

Respectfully your’s, 
A, 9, K, 
June, 1822. 
— > oo 
[from the Christian Intelligencer.1 


DR. PAYSON AND MR. STREETER. 

‘Woe unto you ** * for ye 

shut up the kingdom of heaven 

against men;—neither suffer ye 
them that are entering to go in.” 
SAVIOUR. 

“ Stand by thyself, come not 
near to ME; for [ am holier than 
thou.” TlypocrireEs. 

‘“‘ These are asmoke in my nose, 
a fire that burneth all the day.” 

JEHOVAH. 

‘They shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in all my holy mountain, 
saith Tue Lorp.” 


At a public meeting, for the 
avowed purpose of uniting Chris- 
tians of all denominations, called 
the “ Union Prayer-meeting,” the 
writer went to a pew, in which he 
had previously been requested to 
take a seat, whenever he came to 
Dr: Payson’s meeting, and as he 
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was opening the door, a man from 
within suddenly reached forth his 
hand, and closed it, and, in a low 
voice, forbid his entering. On ob- 
serving more closely he was found 
to be the Rev. Dr. Payson. See- 
ing there were but two in the pew, 
the writer thought he must have 
made a mistake ; and after looking 
a minute, asked the Dr. if that 
was Mr. K.’s pew; meaning, as 
every one must know, the pew 
which he occupied. Dr, Payson 
said, it was not. But it was the 
pew of which Mr. K. hired a part, 
of the Doctor. By the invitation 
of one of Dr Payson’s church | 
took a seat in the next pew, in 
which sat a Methodist preacher, 
that was not too holy to sit with 
sinners. The meeting was very 
solemn and interesting, and was 
doubtless profitable, to all who 
were exercised by a right spirit. 
Atter the services were through, 
the Doctor voluntarily offered the 
following apology for his conduct, 
which gave rise to the conversa- 
tion, of which the subjoined, is 
the ‘supstance. It was conceived 
most preper to put it down in the 
form of a dialogue, between Dr. 
Payson and Mr. Streeter. 


Dr. Payson. Mr. Streeter, I 
wish to explain to you my motives, 
in refusiug you a seat in this pew. 
It is not because I have any thing 
against you as a man, but would 
wish to show you the same civility 
that I would any other person. 
But I must tell you in the fear of 
God, that I think you are deceiv- 
ed, and are leading others to eter- 
nal ruin: and that your hands are 
stained with the blood of immortal 
souls. I tell you this Mr. Streeter, 
in the most serious and friendly 
manner, and not because I have 
any enmity towards you, 

Mr. Streeter. I thank you, sir, 
for your frankness, and will not 
question your sincerity; but I am 
unable to see how you can justify 
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yourself for shutting the pew-door 
against me, for no betier reason 
than because you think 1 am de- 
ceived. Why should that prevent 
your treating me with the civility 
you would another man? It would 
not injure you, for me to take a 
seat, as usual. It is a privilege 
which every decent person has a 
right to expect. 

Dr. P. You must know, sir, 
that I could not feel right to have 
aman at my elbow, which I knew 
would not join in the prayers of 
this meeting, but is directly op- 
posed to them, and disposed to 
take every possible advantage of 
whatever ts offered in prayer or ex- 
hortation. 

Mr. 8. Dr. Payson, I wish to 
know who made you a judge of 
my disposition, and by what au- 
thority you say, I am directly op- 
posed to your prayers. I am sor- 
ry to be under the necessity of 
contradicting you tz this house of 
God ; (pardon me for it sir ;) but 
I must do it, for L have joined in 
every prayer which has been offer- 
ed in this meeting, as far as I un- 
derstood it; and God being my 
witness, I have enjoyed myself 
extremely well, in devotional cx- 
ercises. Now, sir, either your as- 
sertion or mine is true: and I am 
willing to meet you in the presence 
of our Judge and hear Lis decision 
concerning it. 

Dr. P, But how can we believe 
you sincere, when you say you 
join with us in our prayers, when 
we know you labor to the utmost 
of vour abilities to oppose every 
thing for which we pray ? 

Mr. S. Dr. Payson, 2 moments 
reflection will convince you of your 
mistake. You pray for the con- 
yiction, conversion and salvation 
of sinners; and are you authorized 
to say that I oppose you, and pray 
they may rot be sav ed? No, sir; 
did you pray exactly opposite to 
what vou now do, | should oppose 
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you. You all pray for the very 
thing, which 1 believe the Sa- 
viour came to perform. 

Dr. P. But how can you 
pray for a reformation, when 
you preach against it, and lead 
your hearers to believe that men 
can be saved in their wicked- 
ness; and that a change of heart 
is unnecessary. 

Mr. 8. Sir, I should be glad 
to know how you learned that I 
preach as you have asserted. 

Dr. P. Why, Mr. Streeter, all 
your hearers so understand you, 
and build their hopes of happi- 
ness on that false and ruinous de- 
Jusion. 

Mr. S. When aman makes 
such statements, Dr. Payson, he 
ought to be able to support them. 
Your assertion is destitute of 
proof, and all my hearers will 
tell you so. None of them un- 
derstand me to teach that men 
can be saved iz their wickedness; 
and lest some, who occasionally 
come in, should misunderstand 
me, I frequently assert the con- 
trary, and that I will not hold 
myself accountable for those who 
pervert the truth._— Now, sir, I 
solemnly demand of you the evi- 
dence, that your assertions are 
true, instead cf mine. 

[Some of the Doctor’s friends 
said that every body understood 
that I preached as he stated ; but 
acknowledged that they did not 
know of any one who had ever 
heard me preach those things. | 

Dr. P. But you assert, un- 
qualifiedly and frequently, that 
all men will be saved, do as they 
will ; and how can your hearers 
draw any other conclusions, than 
that the wicked are as safe as 
the righteous? Can you deny 
that you make these assertions in 
your preaching ? , 








Mr. S. Yes, sir, I can, and 
do, deny it; and furthermore 
tell you, that you cannot bring 
the man of good character that 
will say, he ever heard me make 
such assertions, either im this 
town or any other. 

Dr; P. Then you are very 
much misrepresented ;—for I am 
tuld you frequently do. 

Mr. S. No doubt of that, sir. 

Dr. P. Well, Lhope you will 
not consider me your enemy, or 
in the least unfriendly to you, as 
aman; but as I said before, lL 
believe you are deceived, and 
your hands are stained with the 
blood of precious immortal souls, 
aud that you will find it so at last. 
I rea'ly consider you as being in 
the most dangerous situation of 
any man in this town. 1 will 
quote you a passage from the Old 
Testament, which I think de- 
scribes your situation.—** Be- 
cause with lies you have made 
the hearts of the righteous sad, 
whom God has not made sad; 
and strengthened the hands of 
the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, by 
promising him life.” I tell you 
plainly, sir, that you are making 
the hearts of the righteous sad, 
and I warn you of the final ruin 
to which you are exposing your- 
self and others.—As a friend to 
your welfare. I pray you to re- 
nounce your doctrine and pre- 
pare yourself for the destinies of 
eternity. 

Mr. S. You will permit me to 
tell you, Dr. Fayson, that you 
no more believe that we can alter 
the destinies of eternity, than I 
do; but that our final destination 
was unalterably fixed, in the 
divine purpose, before either of 
us existed. I am as willing to 


} meet you in eternity, as in this 
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and when we meet there, it will 
be a proper time to attend to the 
affairs which concern that state. 
Let us do every thing in its pro- 
per season, and, in the first 
place, do what belongs to time. 
You see how you have been mis- 
informed concerning my senti- 
ments, and you now have a fair 
opportunity to inform yourself. 
I should rejoice to meet you at 
any time and place you may 
please to appoint, either in pub- 
lic or private, and converse with 
you upon doctrinal points. As 
I want nothing but truth, I am 
willing to be examined by you, 
or any other minister in this 
town, and if you convince me of 
error, I will gladly renounce it. 
But I do not consider it fair for 
you to refuse me the civilities 
you would show any other man, 
because you think I am wrong 
in my faith, and still refuse to 
meet me on equal ground and 
expose my errors. You will not 
pretend that you would have 
treated any other man in the 
house, as you have me. If you 
are friendly io me as a man, you 
will exert yourself to promote 
my welfare; and should you feel 
opposed to controversy, you may 
propose questions, and after giv- 
ing me a fair opportunity to an- 
swer them, you may make re- 
marks, and | will not reply. 

Dr. P. I do not wish to en- 
gage in a controversy with you; 
but I must tell you plainly, Mr. 
Streeter, that we view you as a 
spy among us, and dispused to 
make unfavorable remarks upon 
our performances. I presume I 
speak the feelings of every chris- 
tian in this meeting, when I say 
you embarrass us, and injure our 
feelings, by coming among us ; 
for we do not view you as a 

VOL. 
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friend, or as having come to our 
meeting with any gvod inten- 
tions. 

Mr. S. The spirit of jealousy 
is as cruel as the grave; but you 
know, Dr. Payson, it torments 
those only who possess it. What 
makes you jealous I ama spy, 
and disposed to make unfavor- 
able remarks? Have you heard 
of my speaking reproachfully of 
this prayer-meeting ? 

Dr. P. We think you would 
be as likely to misrepresent us, 
as you were the Baptists. You 
crowded yourself into their meet- 
ing, which was intended for pri- 
vate fasting and prayer, and 
went off and represented them as 
being the worst people in town, 
and said you were ashamed you 
had been among them. And can 
you deny it, as you have other 
things ¢ 

Mr. S. Yes, sir, I do deny 
your assertion, length and 
breadth, and call on you to sup- 
port it, or acknowledge your er- 
ror. I will tell you what I did 
say about the Baptists, and why 
I said it. But [ would first ob- 
serve, that it was not a private 
meeting, which I attended, nor 
did I crowd myself in among 
them. I asked a member of the 
church if I was intruding upon 
them to be there, and he told me 
I was not; though none were 
permitted to speak, but the mem- 
bers. If I disturbed their meet- 
ing, it was for them to call me 
to an account. I called on a 
friend, immediately after the 
fast, and was asked how I was 
pleased with my meeting.—I told 
them I was well pleased ; thought 
we had asolemn, profitable meet- 
ing. 

But to try an experiment, I 
observed to them, that I did not 
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know but I should hereafter be 
sorry | went among them; for I 
liad heard some very bad stories 
about them, and if they were 
true, the Baptists were the worst 
people in town—I hoped, how- 
ever, there was some mistake, 
and they were much better than 
LT had heard. I observed that I 
had heard, by men whom I took 
to be men of veracity, that every 
one of them was extremely wick- 
ed and corrupt at heart—deserv- 
od the worst punishment for every 
thing they did, and during the 
iast year, had done every thing 
which they ought not, and had 
left undone, every thing which 
they ought to have done—and 
deserved to be cut off from the 
earth and sent to hell, to weep 
and wail with devils and damned 
spirits, &c. My friends replied, 
that the stories were doubtless 
false—that they were well ac- 
quainted with the Baptists, and 
knew many of them to be pious 
people ;—and demanded my au- 
thors. After hesitating a mo- 
ment, I told them that I heard 
the Baptists themselves tell the 
Lord of their conduct, and they 
said they were in earnest. But 
I immediately added, that I be- 
Yieved it was more a matter of 


form than otherwise, and that 


more than one haif of their deeds, 
for the last year, had been virtu- 
ous, in the eyes of God and man. 
So that instead of misrepresent- 
ing them, by making them worse 
than they are, 1 intended to 
show, that I had a better opinion 
of them, than they had of them- 
selves. 

Dr. P. Well, that amounts to 
what I said. It shows that you 
did not feel as they did, and 
wished to make unfavorable re- 
marks, 








Mr. S. Do you say, sir, that 
by representing them as unfor- 
tunate in the use of language, 
and as being better than they say 
they are, is misrepresenting them 
to their disadvantage? If that is 
the case, I must be condemned 
for misrepresentation ; for L still 
persist ia saying, that I do not 
believe they are half so wicked 
as they pretend, but are a pious 
people, and would pe highly of- 
fended with me, if I should give 
them the character which they 
gave themselves. 

Dr. P. Well, Mr Streeter, as 
1 said before, your observations 
amount to what I stated, and 
show that your feelings are not 
like ours. Had I been there, I 
could heartily have joined with 
them, as [ fee! myself as sinful, 
as they confessed they were. I 
am sensible I am gnilty of all 
which they could acknowledge, 
and deserve to be cast off forever, 
for the best deeds I perform. %o 
that your feelings and mine are 
entirely different. 


Mr.S. And do you mean, Dr. 
Payson, as your words import, 
that you are a very sinful, wicked 
man, and deserve to be sent to 
hell forever? Would you wish 
me to consider you such a man, 
and represent you so to others? 


Dr. P. Yes, indeed I do. 


Mr. S. Very well, sir; I will 
so understand you; and here- 
after consider you as wicked and 
corrupt as you profess to be. If 
I take you according to your 
own words, I hope you will not 
accuse Ihe of misrepresentation. 
If I was unfavorable to the Bap- 
tists, in representing them bet- 
ter than they are, I hope you 
will acknowledge that I do you 
justice, when I look upon you, te 
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be just as wicked, as you say you 
are. 


REFLECTIONS. 

We should not have given 
publicity to the foregoing singu- 
jar occurrence, were it not deem- 
ed indispensable, in justice to 
both parties, by reason of the 
numberless falsehoods, and per- 
versions of facts, which have 
been, and would probably con- 
tinue to be, circulated, concern- 
ing it. Though we cannot ex- 
pect to prevent all prevarications 
and misrepresentations, among 
those whose superstition and bi- 
gotry allow them to see only one 
side of a subject, and, who would 
probably shudder on taking up a 
pamphlet, which was published 
by a Universalist, still, we hope 
to present facts in such a con- 
nexion, that all candid and libe- 
ral readers will be able to form 
a correct opinion of the merits of 
the case. ‘To such, and such only, 
we offer these reflections. 

We have stated nothing but 
truths; and truths are stubborn 
things. Nothing of importance 
has been omitted, which con- 
cerns the conversation between 
Dr, Payson and myself. 

After I made the last reply to 
the Doctor, some of his friends 
and Rev. Mr. 'Taylor made some 
remarks, which it is unnecessary 
to relate. They appeared to be 
friendly, and wished me no hurt, 
but said they prayed for my sal- 
vation, &c. 

Having frequently and pray- 
erfully reflected on the Doctor’s 
conduct, I am led to abide by 
my first conclusion. viz: ** To 
ERR is human; to rorcive, di- 
vine.” Ido, in my heart, for- 
give my brother his trespass 
against me, and wish him all the 
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health of body and mind, which 
our common Benefactor ma 
deign to vouchsafe. I fervently 
pray that he may so conduct, as 
to enjoy the approbation of a 
vood conscience, exhibit towards 
others the same disposition which 
he would approve in them, that 
when he is called to his death- 
bed, his dear bosom may not 
bleed with anguish, by the re- 
collection of offences against his 
friends, ‘‘ unrepented of, unre- 
prieved.” And at some distant 
period, when his active and use- 
ful life is finished, may the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of Souls 
receive him to the joys of the 
heavenly City, to unite with all 
restored sinners, in ascriptions 
of praise to God, who hath saved 
us by tbe blood of the Lamb. 
Amen. 

In our reflections and remarks 
on the Doctor’s conduct, and in 
requesting an explanation of his 
allegations and insinuations, we 
would not by any means be un- 
derstood, as exhibiting any hos- 
tility against him, or any dispo- 
sition to detract from his virtues 
and christian graces, or to shoot 
the least arrow at his fame, be- 
youd what his own language jus- 
tifies ; and none but those “‘ who 
worship and serve the creature 
more than the Creator,” will 
consider it presumptuous for us 
to remark on his doings, and de- 
clare his errors, as a man. Should 
any tears be shed because we 
cannot revere him as super-hu- 
man, and confess that *‘ his vices 
are better than other people’s 
virtues,” and should any pious 
indignation be raised on the ac- 
count, we have but one prayer 
to offer, viz. Father, forgive 
them also, for they know not 

what they do. 
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1. We are very sorry to bear 
that several of Dr. Payson’s 
friends have assigned so many 
different reasons for his treat- 
ment towards me, since, if what 
they say be true, it is certain, 
that what he said was untrue. As 
their contradictory stories can- 
not all be just, I am inclined to 
give the preference to the Doctor, 
and consider all the rest as false. 
For them to say, I had previ- 
ously offended him,—that I went 
to the pew that morning, know- 
ing he was in it,—that he hap- 
pened to have his arm on the 
door,—that he is short sighted, 
and did not see me,—or was so 
engaged in looking out a hymn, 
that he did not notice me,—or 
that he is a man of quick passions 
and spoke before he thought,— 
that I never had been invited to 
sit in that pew, &c. is surely false, 
if what Mr. Payson said be true; 
at least, most of them are. We 
do seriously advise them to con- 
sider, that ‘‘ he is of age, and 
can speak for himself.” 

2. Has not the Doctor accused 
me of crimes worse than /fratri- 
cide and patricide! Had I mur- 
dered my parents and brothers, 
my hands would be stained with 
human blood. Buthe judges me 
guilty of the bloodshed of ammor- 
zal souls, and sees the stain of 
their blood on my hands! Now 
comes the test. I do, in the pre- 
sence of God, and angels, with 
one hand on my breast while I 
write, plead, NOT GuILTY; and 
challenge him to prove that such 
stains are, or were, on my hands. 
Either I am guilty of perjury in 
essence, or he is an unjust accu- 
ser of his brother. If he refuses 
to come forward, and show where- 
in I have been quiity of shedding 
the blood of immortal souls, he 
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must adjust the account with the 
public, his conscience and his 
God. This truth is as plain, as 
if penned in sun-beams: viz. If 
Tam the man whom he describes, 
he ought to prove it to the world, 
that every creature may shun me, 
as worse than a Robetspiere; but, 
if he has no evidence to support 
his judgment, he is wholly un- 
worthy of all confidence, till he 
makes a public acknowledgement 
of his high allegation. Christian 
reader, bring the matter to a 
point. If Dr. Payson had said, 
he believed my hands were stain- 
ed with the blood of my father 
and mother, is he not bound by 
every obligation of reason, bu- 
manity, justice and religion to 

roduce his evidence, when re- 
quired? Andis he excused when, 
infinitely worse! he judges me 
guilty of immortal blood; the 
blood of immortal souls? Could 
we impannel a Jury of Angels, I 
would cheerfully submit the ques- 
tion to their decision, Bring it 
home to yourseif, my dear friend, 
and see if you would put confi- 
dence ina man, whose prejudice 
or passion would lead him to such 
rash judgment, and would not 
produce his proof, or acknow- 
ledge his fault. I have no dispo- 
sition to retort on the Doctor, in 
the animadversion of Paul, 
‘* Thou art inexcusable, O man, 
whosoever thou art, that judgest,”? 
but ask him to come forward, 
like an ingenuous antagonist, and 
present his best evidence, in sup- 
port of acharge which “ beggars 
all description.” 

3. The application of the pas- 
sage from Ezekiel was unman- 
nerly and disingenuous. J could 
also point my finger at him, and 
say, you make the heart of the 
righteous sad, &c, and with as 
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much propriety as he did. That 
language was addressed to Pro- 
phets, or regular Priests in Israel, 
who deceived the righteous by their 
pretended Orthodoxy, and made 
their hearts sad, by leading them 
into transgressions. After they 
made the people wicked or idola- 
trous, they strengthened their 
hands by promising them life in 
that wickedness; not, by preach- 


ing saivation through the blood of 


Christ.—Does not the subject ap- 
ply to Dr. Payson, as well as Mr. 
Streeter? He contends that God 
will give eternal life to all whom 
he saves by his grace, and / con- 
tend that he has given eternal life 
to all whom he will save? and that 
he says he will have ail men to be 
saved.—Then how does he make 
out that | promise life to the wick- 
ed, any more than he does? [f it 
be not promising life to a few 
wicked men, to maintain that the 
Lord Jesus will redeem that few, 
why. does it promise life to all 
other wicked men, by maintaining 
that he will also redeem them? 
Does any reader believe that a man 
would be encouraged to sin, by 
being assured that he would be 
brought to immediate punishment ? 
Judicious legislators affix a penalty 
to the violation of laws, which 
would be sufficient to prevent its 
commission, on supposition, that 
the transgressor believed he shall 
be detected and suffer for his 
deed. Now if he does not believe 
he shall be detected and punished, 
what is the differeace, whether 
the penalty be greater or smaller? 
Hence it is evident that the cer- 
tainty of punishment is more in- 
fluential, than its duration, where 
all is uncertainty. Now, unless I 

reach a punishment for sin, which 
is incredible and uureasonable, or 
which would not prevent it, ad- 
mitting the people believed it was 
certain to be inflicted, Dr. Pay- 
son's allegation is unjust and un- 
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true. And if he is a man or‘a 
christian, he will exhibit his proof, 
that | either strengthen the hands 
of the wicked, or promise them 
life, more than he does. Did 
Jesus strengthen wicked hands, 
when he said he came not to call 
the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance ! 

4. Will Dr. Payson argue that 
his doctrine of total depravity, per- 
sonal election and_ reprobation, 
saints perseverance and endless 
misery, have a more salutary in- 
fluence than the sentiments of the 
Merciful Doctors? Let us compare 
his people with others, or rather, 
suppose they were all as geod as 
himself; which is saying great 
things. Then, what effect does it 
have on him? Look at his own 
words. It leads him to do every 
thing which he ought not. Se 
ought not falsely acsuse a fellow- 
creature—he ouyht not commit sa- 
crilege—ought not assert things he 
cannot prove—ought not be a very 
wicked and sinful man—ought not 
so conduct as to deserve the pains 
of hell forever! Ad/these things his 
doctrine encourages him to do, with 
the promise that he shall finally see 
life. Now suppose all his Church 
do as well, and do every thing 
which the Book says, ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not do,” must it not be that his 
doctrine is remarkably influential ? 
If they are not thus sinful, and yet 
say they are, does it not lead to 
untruths? Unless the Doctor is as 
wicked as he wished to be consi- 
dered, he will come forward, and 
support his charges, or confess his 
error. If he does neither, we must 
conclude that he has the promise 
of lite, in doing many things which 
he ought not, and leaving undone, 
what he onght to have done; or 
that he had rather do a neighbour 
and a friend injustice, and have no 
promise of life, than to do as he 
would be done by, and enjoy it. 
Let us turn the table for a moment. 
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Suppose I had shut him out of a 
pew, in which | knew he was in- 
vited to sit, and in which he fre- 
quently had sat, and as an apolo- 
gy, should accuse him of the worst 
of crimes and of preaching a doc- 
trine which encouraged wicked- 
ness and shed the blood of immor- 
tal souls? Would he not have a 
right to demand an explanation? 
and ougiit I ever to -¢ looked upon 
as an honest man, if I refused to 
grant it? 

5. Dr. Payson’s observations 
were altogether inconsistent with 
his Creed. He is a Calvinist in 
the proper sense of the word, and 
holds that God determined to save 
a certain number of individuals, 
whom be will save, and that none 
ef that number can be finally lost. 
Fle does not believe that any man 
ean save himself, or prevent the 
accomplishment of the divine pur- 
pose, in saving that elected number. 
When he publishes a contradiction 
of this, I will publish an acknow- 
ledgement. But he will not do it. 
Hence the intellects of every one 
should be considered weak, that 
cannot see, that he does not be- 
lieve that any the /ess will be saved, 
or more lost, for my preaching. If 
God saves all his elect, I can do 
them no harm; and as for others, 
his Creed does not make it barely 
possible for them to be saved. T he 
Doctor can indirectly contradict 
these things in the desk, and in 
conversation; but he is too pru- 
dent to let any thing of the kind be 
seen in print with his signature. 

1 should be glad to know what 
Dr. Payson means by saying that 
I am in the most dangerous situ- 
ation of any man intown. Does 
he think his God will do worse by 
me, than tc make me as miserable 
to all eternity, as is possible? If 
he doves not, | am in no werse con- 
dition than all the reprobates. 

Has the Doctor such a degraded 
epinion of my understanding, as to 








suppose [ am so easily panic+ 
struck as to be frightened lest I 
should be more than once endlessly 
miserable? Do I not know as well 
as his Doctorship, that if his own 
nearest and dearest relatives were 
not included in the Covenant of 
grace, their condition will be as 
awful as mine, “ ages of hopeless 
end?” If the works of all unregen- 
erate men are infinitely sinful, why 
shall one suffer more than others? 
Yea, reader, if, as Dr. Payson 
has positively asserted, all men, 
even Patriarchs and Apostles, 
would be condemned and cast off 
forever, if they were judged and ° 
rewarded according to their works, 
and the only hope they can have 
is, that they will not be called into 
judgment; I say, if all this be 
true, do not I stand on as good 
ground as the best of them? Can I 
deserve worse than they do, ac- 
cording to his belief? The Doctor 
must suppose I am ignorant of his 
creed and preaching, and do not 
know that if the God whom he 
worships appointed me to that 
hapless doom, we ought to “ as- 
cribe righteousness to our Maker,” 
as his determinate counsel is irre- 
vocable. Whether he holds, with 
Calvin, that God foreordained the 
endless suffering of the non-elect, 
because it was his sovereign will, 
or with Hopkins, imputes that fore- 
ordination ‘‘ to universal benevo- 
lence, or a supreme regard to the 
highest good of the universe,” is 
wholly immaterial. The naked 
truth is, if L am one of their repro- 
bates, there is not even a possi- 
bility of my being saved ; and for 
the Doctor to pretend the contra- 
ry, is, te renounce his. darling 
Calvinism, for which he has con- 
tended for years, or offer an insult 
to the lowest capacity. Bunt ad- 
mitting he was in earnest in what 
he said, did he show himself 
‘“‘ gentle unto all men, in meekness 
instructing those who oppose thent- 
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selves?” 2 Tim. xi. 24—26. Did 
he follow Ais example, who conde- 
scended *‘ to eat and drink with 
publicans and sinners?” Instead of 
saying, ‘‘ Come unto me all ye,” 
&c. does he not say, in substance, 
Lord, L thank thee that L am not 
like this Universalist? Heaven be 
praised that such men do not le- 
gislate in this state, and country, 
nor have the power to bind on 
others heavy burthens, while our 
Constitutions so boldly confront 
the aspirations of priestcraft and 
tyranny. 

Should the Doctor reply or apo- 
logize, we shall be happy in pre- 
senting it to our readers; but if he 
views this publication beneath his 
notice, and treats it with silent 
contempt, we shall be at liberty to 
proclaim to others his declining 
popularity, without being suspect- 
ed of wishing to disturb his magis- 
terial tranquility. 

EDITOR. 
——— oe 

[Jt was intended, that the follow- 
ing remarks, should have accom- 
panied the transiation from “ Jehne 
on the Resurrection of the flesh,” 
contained on page 368 of this num- 
ber, but, they were unfortunately 
mislaid, untti that articie had gone 
to press, they are, however, here in- 
serted, and can easily be read in 
connexion with the article referred 
to. | 

The fifteenth chapter of the First 
of Paul’s Epistles to the Corin- 
thians, displays such clear and ex- 
plicit evidence of the joyful resur- 
rection of all mankind, as well, 
from natural, as from moral death, 
that the beautiful train of reason- 
ing which it contains, is seldom 
dwelt on, with pleasure, by those 
who oppose this divine doctrine. 

These latter, however, are ex- 
tremely fond of quoting the 2ist 
and the first clause of the 22d 
verses, as evidence in fayour of the 
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doctrine of sin being entailed up- 
on all, even without aciual trans- 
pression, as a consequence of the F 
fall of our first parents. The ad- 
mission of this doctrine, as a truth, 
would, it is true, in no manner be 
detrimental to the truth of the doc- 
trine of Universal and efficient 
grace, it being expressly declared, 
in the very same sentence, as is 
supposed to declare the former, 
that, from whatever death ANY 
died in Adam, or, if you please, 
in consequence of Adam’s trans- 
gression, trom that death they are 
to be raised to lite, in Christ; so, 
unless our opponents can prove, 
that after the consummation of the 
resurrection, in which death is to 
be destroyed, some of the ALL 
who have been made alive in 
Christ, are again to die, they 
cannot, had we but this one tes- 
timony throughout all the scrip- 
tures in our favour, controvert the 
truth of Universalism; eventhough, 
as we have before said, the doc- 
trine of original sin or of total de- 
pravity were a doctrine of the 
bible. But, at the same time, we 
find nothing in the 2lst or 22d 
verse of this chapter upon which 
this latter doctrine can be found- 
ed. We believe, the inspired apos- 
tle, in this passage, meant nothing 
more than to express the fact, 
that, as all mankind, in their earth- 
ly state, or, as the descendants 
of Adam, are certainly appointed 
to die, so, as Christ was raised 4) 
from the dead, they are to look Oude 
forward, without doubting, to the 
certainty of their own resurrection a] 
to a state of happiness and immor- | 
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tality of which his resurrection is 
a surety and a type. ; RUE 

‘This, in our opinion, real mean- | te 
ing of the passage, is so happily ei 
expressed in the paraphrase of 
Jebne, a German author, who 
published a Latin and German 
version of the whole 15th chapter 
of the first of Corinthians, at Al- 
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tona, in the year 1788, that we 
have taken the liberty to present it, 
together with an English trans- 
lation, to the readers of the Phila- 
delphia Universalist Magazine— 
while, at the same time, we have 
thought proper to annex also the 
original Greek text, together with 
a strictly literal translation of it, 
endeavouring by that means to put 
within the reach of all, the means 
of judging as to the correctness of 
the views which we have given 
above of this important portion of 


Holy Writ. 


Original Text. 

“Nuvi de Xerrros eynyeeTas ex 
 VEXOMVY, = OLEKY THY. HELO! my 
pevav. Emesdn yae ds’ avewmrou 
6 Savaros, nat ou eviewmrou avar- 
Tacrisg vexeav, Qoewee yae ev Tw 
Adam Wavtes emobynrnoveiy, ourw 
ner ev TH YeITTw wares Cwo- 
mwosmbncovTar,” 


Translation. 

‘“ But now Christ hath been 
raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who sleep. For, 
since by man came death, so, by 
man, the resurrection from the 
dead: For, like as in Adam all 
die, so, also, in Christ, all are to 
be raised to life.” a 

——=fa-——— 


[From the Boston Universalist Magazine. ] 
THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 
According to appointment, the 
Southern Association of Univer- 
salists met at the house of Br. 
Lewis Metcalf, in Wrentham, on 
Wednesday, June 12, 1822, and 
opened the council in solemn pray- 
er at the throne of grace by Br. 
Seth Stetson. 
Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Mod’r. 
Br. Barzillai Streeter, C/’k. 


Received the Rev. Seth Stet- 
son, of Plymouth, into fellowship 
with this Association. Br. Stet- 
son, has been for some years a. 
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preacher in the Congregational 
connexion, but has travelled in 
spirit and understanding through 
the wilderness of error, and reach- 
ed the land of promise, that in 
Christ, the seed of Abraham, * all 
nations, families, and kindreds of 
the earth shall be blessed,” and 
*‘ every creature which is in hea- 
ven and on the earth, and uxder 
thé earth, and in the sea, and all 
that are in them, shall be heard to 
say, blessmg, honor, and glory be 
unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Zamd, for- 
ever.” This is not the first in- 
stance. and we have reason to be- 
lieve, it will not prove to be the 
last, in which light shall dispel 
darkness, and the eyes of the 
blind be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped. 

The lame begin to walk, the 
dumb to inquire the way, in which 
Zion’s redeemed children may re- 
turn home, Jaden with rejoicings. 
Br. Stetson sought, and he has 
found; he knocked and the door 
was opened unto him. And we 
would anxiously pray God, that 
his former Brethren in the minis- 
try, may “ Go and do likewise.’ 
Letters of fellowship were also 
granted, to Brothers Barton Bal- 
lou, Jacob Frieze, and Benjamin 
Whittemore. For this addition of 
our brothers to our fraternity, the 
friends of truth cannot feel too 
grateful to the Lord of the harvest. 
In these we have learning, talents, 
and virtue. 


We pray the Shepherd and Bi- 
shop of Souls, that they may be 
prospered in all their laudable ex- 
ertions, to extend the triumphs of 
truth, and to promote individual 
and social happiness. 


Order of the Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer—Br. Ho- 
sea Ballou, 2d. 


Sermon—Br, B, Streeter, Text 
Mat, xiii, 33, 
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Concluding prayer—Br. Seth 
Stetson. 

Afternoon Service. 

Introductory Prayer—Br. Ja- 
cob Frieze.——Sermon—Br. H. 
Ballou.—Text 1 Cor. 1. 17. 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Ben- 
jamin Whittemore. 

Evening Service. 

Introductory Prayer—Brother 
Thomas Whittemore. 

Sermon—Br. Fayette Mace.— 
Text Titus ii. 11—12. 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Ze- 
phania S. Crossman. 

These Services were perform- 
ed in the Baptist Meeting House, 
before a crowded, solemn and 
respectable audience; and in a 
manner, as we hope, acceptable 
to God, and profitable to men. 

We cannot close these re- 
marks, without expressing our 
acknowledgment, for the cor- 
diality which we were received 
by our friends, and their unre- 
mitted efforts in providing for 
our Convenience and happiness. 
Will God bless and reward them 
for all their labour. 

Having attended to the con- 

cerns of the mecting, our council 
was closed, by prayer and thanks- 
giving to God, for his providen- 
tial mercies which had been over 
us during the session, by Br. Ro- 
bert L. Killam. 
_ The Association stands ad- 
journed to the 2d Wednesday of 
December next; then to be 
holden at the Universalist Meet- 
House in Western, Mass. 

By order of the Association, 

BARZILLAI STREETER, Clk. 
———>——__ 


[From the Religious Inquirer.} 


ANOTHER VICTIM TO RELIGI- 
OUS DELUSION, 
We deem it to be our duty, to 


lay the following letter before 
VOla I, 
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our readers. It presents the me- 
lancholy account of another vic- 
TIM to the gloomy, heart-rend- 
ing, and LIFE DESTROYING doc- 
trine of eternal, cruel, and un- 
merciful sufferings. Religious 
papers, under missionary influ- 
ence, often labour to enlist the 
feelings in their cause, by pre- 
senting the gloomy and melan- 
choly picture of women burning 


themselves on the funeral pile of 


their deceased husbands. 'The 
horrid tale is told in such a man- 
ner as to excite sympathy, and 
direct the hand to the purse to fill 
the missionary coffer, to prevent 
those awful deeds. We would 
ask, is the life of a Hindoo any 
more precious than that of an 
American? If not, why all this 
display of sympathy, and public 
notice, in all those papers, when 
a Hindoo woman burns herself, 
and yet, when a person under 
the influence of this cruel, heart- 
rending doctrine of unmerciful 
and eternal torments, puts an end 
to Ins or her existence by the 
halter, the razor, or by drown- 
ing, seldom is the thing noticed, 
and when noticed, done as light- 
ly as possible? It is believed that 
the victims who have fallen under 
this God-dishonoring, and life- 
destroying doctrine, within a 
few years, (since ‘ Revivals” 
have become so frequent,) far 
exceed the number who have died 
on the funeral pile, as three to 
one.—lIn addition to which, in- 
sanity, produced by the same 
causes, has prevailed in an alarm- 
ing degree. Yet no sympathy 
is felt, or very little, for those 
unfortunate persons deprived of 
reason, or of life, by this doc- 
trine of unmerciful sufferings. 

It is to be hoped that that part 
of the community, who still pos- 
B ds 
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sess generous and liberal senti- 
ments, and have a due regard to 
the happiness and peace of so- 
ciety, will zealously engage in 
united labours to stay the progress 
of this growing evil. HUSBANDS; 
The wife of your bosoms—the 
tender mother of your children— 
shall I say it ?-—distracted with 
the crue! apprehension of eternal 
misery, may leave you a widow- 
er, your eset motherless. 
Farorrs; Your sons, and your 
daughters, your pride and hope, 
may, distracted with the idea of 
having * committed the unpar- 
donable sin,’ —and ‘that there 
is no mercy in heaven for them,” 





—make the fatal plunge. —Many | 


a sensible mind, and feeling heart 
has fallen a victim to delusion 
and error, READ—READ for 
yourselves, aad say what is your 
duty. 

‘The lady mentioned in the let- 
ter, who destroyed herself, was 
the wife ofa Presbyterian clergy- 
man. According to request we 
withhold the names 

[ EDITOR. 


Manlius, March 9, 1822. 
DEAR HARRIET, 

I embrace the first moment 
at command, to communicate to 
you the most melancholy intelli- 
gence. Death seems to have be- 
come the common topic of cor- 
respondence between us; _ but 
never before have we been con- 
strained to announce it under 
such awful, such aggravated cir- 
cumstances. Brother Joseph's 
wife is gone—but ah! how shall 
I relate, that in a paroxysm of 
derangement she perpetrated the 
fatal deed, and fell by her own 
hand. 

For about three months she 
had been in a very melancholy 








and even despairing state of 
mind.— Her exercises have been 
very singular since the fore part 
of last summer. At that time, 
she gave up her hope, was greate 
ly distressed in mind, and for a 
few days, seemed partially de- 
ranged. From this extreme dis- 
tress, she was brought out into 
most marvellous light. ‘Through 
the summer and fall, 8 she rejoiced 
in that light, and exhibited a 
life of the most exemplary Chris- 
tian. Her humility, deep con- 
viction of her depravity, rever- 
ence and love for the character 
of God, were remarked by ail 
her friends. From that time she 
seemed to lose her hold on earth. 
She labored very hard through 
the summer to supply the neces- 
sities of the family ; this together 
with the intenseness of her reli- 
gious feelings, seemed to impair 
her constitution; she became 
nervous and extremely distres- 
sed in mind 5 Comptained of most 
horrid temptations of the adver- 
sary; could not eat, nor sleep 
much; became almost indiffer- 
ent to every earthly concern.— 
We hoped, indeed to see her 
triumph again over her spiritual 
enemies; but alas! this solace 
was not permitted us. She con- 
tinued in this state of fixed des- 
pondency ; refused to receive any 
consolation—said her day of grace 
was past—that she had commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin, and 
there was no mercy for her. She 
said she felt as if given up to the 
power of the adversary—would 
sometimes inquire with solici- 
tude, whether there was danger 
of her being left to destroy her- 


-self—said she Was tempted to it. 


But though (for wise reasons) 
she was permitted to commit the 
fatal deed, we cannot but hope, 
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that in her death she triumphed. 
The act we think was not her 
own, as it was perpetrated with- 
out the use of her mental powers. 
She ever manifested an abhor- 
rence of sin, and even during 
her exquisite suffering, was the 
greatest example of patience and 
submission lL ever saw. In fall 
expectation of eternal misery, 
she would say, God was perfectly 
just. She felt very anxious that 
others should flee from the wrath 
to come. 

Sone time previous to her dis- 
solution, she seemed impressed 
with the idea that she should not 
live long—wished me to take the 
babe, and exercise a motherly 
care for all the children. 

On Wednesday of last week 





brother took her to the house of | 


a friend, about twelve miles dis- 
tant, for the purpose of recreat- 
ing her mind. It was proposed 
to ‘leave her there for a fortnight. 
After brother left her she grew 
worse ; Sabbath evening she pro- 
posed to go home. ‘The family 
tried to discourage her; the tra- 
velling was bad, and the night 
dark. She said she should never 
see her family again, if she did 
not go that night. They told 
her they would carry her the next 
morning. She seemed in a mea- 
sure pacified, and retired to bed 
about twelve o'clock. In _ the 
mean time Mrs. B. had had the 
recaution to secrete the razor ; 
she also slept in the bed with 
her. Mrs. E. arose in the morn- 
ing before it was light; Mrs. B 
also arose as soon as she could; 
but before she could get on her 
clothes, Mrs. KE. had ge the 
fatal instrument. Mrs. B. per- 
eeiving she went to the spot 
where it was laid, seized hold of 
her, and demanded what she had 








| caused the reply of 'T. 
| lished in No. 10. p. 508, 
| his remarks thereon, to 
































got; she answered not a word, 
but forced herself away, and fled 
with all her might. Mr. B. pur- 
sued as fast as possible ; but the 
distance she had got from /im, 
and the darkness, preventei! his 
discovering her. There was a 
bridge about a dozen rods from 
the house ; from this she precipi- 
tated herself, after giving her- 
self the fatal wound with the ra- 
zor. Mr. B. concluding she had 
started for home, went over the 
bridge some distance ; but as it 
grew light, and he could not 
perceive her, he grew more alarm- 
ed—returned, and alarmed the 
neighborhood; she was soon 
tracked by bleod to the bridge, 
and discovered floating a little 
distance down the streain, 
~——efee—— = 

We expected that our worthy 
friend H. Ballou, would have 
as pub- 
with 
have 
been published in the (Boston) 
Universalist Magazine, which 
we should have copied into this 
number, (as was done in a for- 
mer case,) but for some cause or 
other he has not done it. We 
certainly think the reply of T- 
worthy of his notice; and as the 
first letter was inserted in the 
(Boston) Magazine, with the re- 
ply of B. we think this had an 
equal claim to be inserted also ; 
but whether it be inserted there 
or not, (of which we are not te- 
nacious,) any answer which he is 
disposed to give, in any way 
whatever, we kell insert in this 
Magazine. 


en oe 


Being a little crowded with matter, to- 
wards the close of this number, we have in 
creased it four pages, which, we conclude 
will not be ugacceptable to our Sub seribers 
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